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All that has been prepared for you in this magazine is an attempt to introduce a small part
of a 10-thousand-year-old civilization! An amazing culture that has faced many ups and
downs through human history, but still maintains its originality besides living in today's
world.

The custodians of this magazine have pain in their hearts and intention in their thoughts;
Their suffering is the lack of knowledge and ignorance of some people of this earth about
our dear Iran and their intention is to introduce Iran, the way truly it is.

It should be known; Wherever Iranians are, they have two Iran; one in their heart and the
other among today's borders.

My dear colleagues and | in this magazine, in respect to the thousands of years of
coexistence and convergence of Iran's ethnic groups, religions, and social and cultural
practices, dedicate a part of our life to this land and its peaceful people to introduce the
beauty of the ancient land of great Iran.
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IRAN, A 10,000 YEAR OLD CIVILIZATION

Through the history of earth, various
athnic groups and nations have
been sffective in the formation and
promotion of chvilization and human
lite, which can be menticned as the
people of Egypt. Babylon, Greece
and China.But none of the peoples
and nations of the world have been
as effective as the Aryan nation
in the spread of science and
knowledge and the growth and
promotion of mankind; because It
was the Iranians who, with their high
Intafligence, during thousands of
years before and after history, not
only tried to Improve their living
conditions in various ways, but also
became tutors of other nations and
peoples of the world. This s not
tha claim of Iranians, but the

statement of non-iranian historions,
resparchers and scientists. i the
efforts of the lranian nation in
improving life, from cooking food
and bullding cities and smelting
rnetals, to tarming and

animals and weaving cloth, and
then inventing calligrophy and
teaching it to other nations, and if
iranion peoples did not become
tutors of others in the world, Centuries
were needed for mankind to reach
its current position and definitely
wouldnt reach this level of
development and civilization, and it
Is obvious that the influence of the
ancient civilization and the
thousands of years of knowledge
ond culture of this notion on the
oxistence and promotion of the

1‘_.'{}?
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(o] 8 e

knowledge of today's mankind Is
undeniable. Iranian culture hos
passed through the centuries of
exparience of knowledge, wisdom,
traditions and customs. The paople
of iran hove been the bullders and
protectors of thelr culture throughout
the history of their hometand, which
has one of the oldest and longest
lasting clvillzations, Many nations of
the world have presented or
imposed thelr own culture on the
inhabitants of other lands by
Invading them, but history shows
that those who invaded Iran, such
as - the Greeks and the Mongols
influenced by ironian culture.
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NOWRUZ IN IRAN

The Iranian New Year Nowruz s
one of the cldest Iranian traditions
celebrated on 21 March each year
to mark the baginning of spring in
Iran. It ks also celebrated in Afghanistan,
Republic of Azerbaijon, Uzbekistan,
Turkrnenistan, Tafikistan, Kazakhstan
and previously also in Georgia ond
Armenia. this event is also celebrated
by the Iroqi and Anatolion Kurds.
Mowruz was ragistered on the list
of Masterpieces of the Oral and
Intangible Heritage of Humanity

and described as the Persian
New Year by the United Motions
Educational, Sclentific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) In 2008,

The culture of lran is a mix of
ancient pre-islamic and Islamic
cultures and Is one of the most
influential cultures in the middie
east, central Asia and the whole
world, Iran is considered as one of
the cradles of civillzation, and
due to its dominantgec-political
position and rich history in the world,

has had a significant impact on the
world through art, architecture,
poetry, science and has heavily
influenced cultures and pecples as
far oway as ialy, Maocedonla, and
Greece to the West, Russia and
Eastern Europe to the North, the
Arablan Peninsula to the South, and
the Indian subcontinent and East Asia
to the Eost.
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Persio (roughly modern-doy Iran} is among the oldest
Inhabited reglons in the world. Archaealogical sites in the
country hove established humaon hobitation dating back
100,000 years to the Faleolithic Age with semi-permanent
settlements (most likely for hunting parties) established
bafore 10,000 BCE.

The ancient kingdom of Elam in this area was among the

most advanced of its time (its cldest settlement, the
archaeological site of Chogha Zanbil, dates to c. 7200
BCE) before parts of it were conguered by the I
Sumerians, later completely by the Assyrions, and then

by the Medas. The Median Empire (550-678 BCE) was ﬁ' ¥
followed by one of the greatest political ond social 4

antities of the ancient world, the Persian Achaemenid
Empire (330-550 BCE) which was conquered by ‘
Alexander and later replaced by the Seleucid Empire .
(83-312 BCE), Parthio (247 BCE-224 CE), and the T
Sassanian Empire (851 - 224 CE) In succession. The .

Sossanion Empire was the lost of the Persion R

governments to hold the region belore the Muslim
Arab conquest of the Tth century CE.
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Archaoeological finds, such
as Neanderthal seasonal
sattlements and tools,
trace human
developmant in the region
from the Paleolithic
through the Neolithic and
Chalcolithic Ages. The city
of Susa (modern-day
shushan}, which would
later becoma part of Elam
and then Persia, was
founded in 4395 BCE,
making it among the
oldest in the world.
Although Susa is often
equated with Elam, they
were different polities;
Susa was founded before
even the Proto-Elamite
Period (c. 2700-3200 BCE)
though it wos
contemporanaous with
Elamite culture.

PALEOLITHIC

The earliest archaeological artifacts in Iran were found in the Kashafrud and Ganj Par sites that are thought to
date back to 10,000 years ago in the Middie Palealithic. Mousterian stone tocls mode by Neanderthals have also
been tound. There are more cultural remains of Neanderthals dating back to the Middle Paleolithic pericd, which
mainly hove been found in the Zagros region and fewer in central iran at sites such as Kobeh, Kunji, Bisitun Cave,
Tamtama, Warwasi, and Yafteh Cave. In 1949, a Neanderthal radius was discovered by Carleton 5. Coon in
Bisitun Caove. Evidence for Upper Paleolithic and Epipaleclithic periods are known rmainly from the Zagros
Mountains in the caves of Kermanshah and Khorramabad and a few numbers of sites in the Alborz and Central
Iran. During this time, people began creating rock art.
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Early agricultural communities
such as Chogha Golan in 10,000 BC
along with settlements such as
Chogha Bonut (the earliest
village in Elam) in 8000 BC,
began to flourish in and
around the Zagros

3rd millennium BCE and the country
would later be referenced as Arlana
and Iran - the land of the Aryans.
. 'Aryan’ should be understood
- according to the ancient Iranian
. language of Avestan meaning
“noble”, *civilized” or “free
Mountains region in = man” and designating o
western lran. Around . i class of people, having
about the same time, the e S i ERES nothing to do with race
earliest-known clay 4 o, ' Y : - or Caucasians in
vessels and modelied TS - e anyway - but
hurman and animal SRS . et Sl | !."_!"'- raterring to
terracotta figurines SSNEEREET R ; e Rl - Indo~-Iranians
were produced at Gan] S : g ey who applied the
Dareh, also in western term to themselves
Iran. There ara also in the religious works
10,000-year-cld human known as the Avesta.
and animal figurines Tha term "Aryan’
from Tapeh Sarab in Y interpreted os
Karmanshah Province . referencing racial
among many other | Coucasians was not
anclent artefacts. The 19th advanced until the
south-western part of century CE
Iran was part of the These Aryan tribes were
Fartile Crescent where rmade up of diverse
most of humanity's first ' people who would
Major CIOPS Ware grown,
in villages such as Susa
{where a settlement was
first founded possibly as
early as 4395 cal BC)
and settlements such =
as Chegha Mish, dating = &
back to 6800 BC; there &
are 7,000-year-old jars
of wine excavated in the
Zagros Mountains (now |
on display at the
University of
Pennsylvania) and ruins
of 7000-year-old
settlements such as
Tapeh Slalk are further = S8
testament to that. The ;;
two maln Neolithic | 4
Iranian settlements
were the Zayandeh 5
River Culture and Gon] |
Dareh. |

.

W

Bactrians, Medes,
| Farthions, and Persians,
‘" among others. They
brought with them a
polytheistic religion
- closely associated with
4. the Vedic thought of the
- Indo-Aryans = the
| people who would settle
in northern India =
. characterized by
e dualism and the
. - veneration of fire as an
5 embodiment of the
| | divine. This early Iranian
. religion held the god
Ahura Mazda as the
supreme baing with
aother deities such as
Mithra (Sun God/God of
covenants), and
. Anahita (Goddess of
fertility, health, water,
and wisdom), among
others, making up the
, Jrest of the pantheon

Aryan tribes are
thought to have
migrated to the region
at some point prior to

At some point between 1000-1500
BCE, the Persian vislonary Zoroaster
{also known as Zarathustra)
claimed divine revelation from
Ahura Maozda, recognizing the
purpose of human life as choosing
sides in an etemal struggle between
the supreme delty of justice ond
order and his adversary Angra
Mainyu, God of discord and strife.

Human beings were defined by
.whose side they chose to act on.

Zoroaster's teachings formed the
foundation of the religion of
Zoroastrianism which would later be
odopted by the Persion empires and
inform their culture. The Persians
sattied primarily ocross the Iranion
plateau and were established by the
st millennium BCE. The Meades
united under a single chiel named
Dayukku (known by the Greeks as
Deloces, r. 675-727 BCE) and
founded their state in Ecbatana.
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Dayukku's grandson, Cyaxares (.
585-625 BCE), would extend
Median territory into modern-day
Azerbaljan. In the late 8th century
BCE, under their king Achoemenes,
the Persians consolidated thelr
control of the central-western
ragion of the Bakhityarl Mountains
with their capital at Anshan,
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Cyrus the Great overthrew, in
turn, the Median, Lydian, and
Neo-Babylonian Empires,
craating an empire far larger
thon Assyrio. He was better able,
through more benign policies, to
reconcile his subjects to Persion
rule; the longevity of his empire
wos one result. The Persion king,
like the Assyrlan, was also "King
of Kings®, (sh@hanshah in
modern Persian) - “great king’,
Megos Boslleus, as known by the
Greaks.

Cyrus's son, Cambyses |,
conguered the lost major powear
of the region, anclent Egypt,
causing the collopse of the
Twanty=-sixth Dynasty of Egypt.
Since he became ill and died
bafore, or while, leaving Egypt,
stories developed, s related by
Herodotus, that he was struck
down for impiety ogainst the
anclent Egyptian delties. The
winner, Darius |, based his claim
on membership in a collateral
line of the Achoemenid Empire.
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Darius’ first copitol wos at Susa,
and he started the buliding
program at Persepolis. He rebuilt a
canal batwean the Nile and the Red
Sea, a forerunner of the modern
Suez Canal. He Improved the
extensive rood system, and it is
during his relgn that mentions are
first mode of the Royal Rood
(shown on__. map), a great
highway. stretching all

Sardis with posting stotions at
regular intervals. Major reforms
toock place under Darlus. Ceinoge,
in the form of the daric (gold coin)
and the shekel (silver coin) was
standardized {colnage hod already
been invented over o century
before in Lydia c. 660 BC but not
standordized), and administrative
afficiency increased. The Old
Persian longuage appears in royal

. -

inscriptions, written in a specially
adapted version of the cuneiform
script. Under Cyrus the Great
and Darius I, the Persian Empire
eventually become the largest
empire in human history up until
that point, ruling ond acdministrating
aver most of tha then known
world.




Persapolis,

whose magnificent
ruins rest ot the foot of Kuh-e
raohmat [Mountain of Mercy) In
south-western Iran, is omong the

world's greotest archaeological
sites. Renowned os the gem of
Achoemenld (Perslan) ensembles
in the fields of architecture, urban
planning, construction technology,
and art, the royal city of Persepolls
ranks among the archaeological
sites which have no equivalent and
which bear unique witness to o
most anclent clvilization. The city's
immense terrace was begun about
518 BCE by Darlus the Great, the
Achoemenid Empire’s king. On this
terrace, successive kings erected o
series of architecturally stunning
palatial bulldings, among them the
massive Apadana palace and the

S
|

Throne Hall  (“Hundred-Column
Hall*). Persepolis was the seat of
government of the Achoemenid
Empire, though it was designed
primarily to be o showploce
and spectacular center for the
receptions and festivals of the
kings and their ampire. The tarrace
of Persepolis continues to be, as its
founder Darlus would have wished,
the Image of the Achocemenid
menarchy itself, the summit where
likenesses of the king reappear
unceasingly, here as the congueror
of a monster, there carried on his
throne by the downtredden enemy,
and where langthy cohorts of
sculpted warriors and guards,
dignitaries, and tribute bearers’
parode endlessly. The archoecloglical

ruins ot Persepolis are authentic
in terms of their locations and
satting, matericls and substonce,
and forms and design. The present
lecation of the Persepolis terrace and
its related buildings has not changed
over the course of ime. Restoration
work hos carefully respected the
authenticity of the monuments,
utilizing traditional technology and
materials in harmony with the
ensamble. No changes have been
made to the general plan of Persepolis,
Moregver, there are no modermn
reconstructions ot Persepclis; the
remains of all the monuments ara
authentic.




PARTHIAN EMPIRE
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The earliest enemies of the Parthians were
the Seleucids in the west and the Scythians
in the north, However, as Parthio exponded
westward, they came into conflict with the
Kingdom of Armenia, and eventually the
late Reman Republic. Rome and Parthia
competed with each other to establish the
kings of Armenia as their
subordinate clients. The Parthians
destroyed the army of Marcus
Licinius Crassus at the Battle of
. Carrhae in 53 BC, and In 39-40
. BC, Parthian forces coptured
the whole of the Levant except
. Tyre from the Romans.
Howewver, Mark Antony led a
9 counterattack against
i Parthia, although his
successes were generally
achieved in his absence,
under the leadership of his
lisutenant Ventidius.
Various Roman emperors
of their appointed generals
invaded Mesopotamia in
the course of the ensuing
Roman—-Parthian Wars of
the next few centuries. The
Romans captured the cities
of Seleucia and Ctesiphon on
multiple occosions during these
conflicts, but were never able to hold
on to them. Frequent civil wars
betweean Parthian contenders to the
throne proved more dongerous to
the Empire’s stability than foreign
invasion, and Parthian power
evaporated when Ardashir I, ruler of
Istakhr in Persis, revolted against
the Arsacids and killed their last
ruler, Artabanus IV, in 224 AD.
Ardeshir established the Sasanian
Empire, which ruled Iran and much
of the Mear East until the Muslim
conquests of the 7th century AD,
although the Arsacid dynasty lived
on through branches of the family
that ruled Armenia, Iberia, and
Albania In the Caucasus.

The Parthian Empire, alsc known as the
Arsacid Empire was a major Iranian political
and cultural power in ancient Iran from 247
BC to 224 AD. Its latter name comas from its
founder, Arsaces |, who led the Parni tribe in

conquering the region of Parthia in Iran's
northeast, then a satrapy (province)
under Andragoras, in rebellion
against the Seleucid Empire.
Mithridates | (r. c. 132-171 BC) 4
greatly expanded the empire by ~
selzing Media and Mesopotarmia S
from the Seleucids., At its height,
the Parthian Empire <3
stretched from the northern
reaches of the Euphrates, in what is
now central-eastern Turkey, to |
present-day Afghanistan and western |
Pakistan. The empire, located on the |
Silk Road trade route between the )
Roman Empire in the Mediterranean
Basin and the Han dynasty of Ching,
became a center of trade and
commerce.
The Parthians largely odopted the art,
architecture, religious beliefs, and
royal insignia of their cl.l1'l:l.llﬂ||'5|’
heterogenaous empire, which |
encompoassed Persion, Hellenistic, =
and regional cultures. For about the
first half of its existence, the Arsacid
court adopted alaments of Graek
culture, though it eventually saw a |
gradual revival of Iranian §
traditions. The Arsacid rulers were
titled the "King of Kings®, as a claim |
to be the heirs to the Achoemenid
Empire; indeed, they accepted
many local kings as vassals where
the Achaemenids would have had
centrally appeointed, albelt largely
autonomous, satraps. The court did
appoint a small number of satraps,
largely outside Iran, but these
satraples were smaller and less
powaerful than the Achaemenid
potentates. With the expansion of
Arsacid power, the seat of central
government shifted from Nisa to
Ctesiphon aleng the Tigris (south of
modern Baghdad, Iraq), although
savearal other sites also served as
capitals.
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The first shah of the Sasanian Empire, Ardashir |, started reforming the country economically and militarily. Fora
period of more than 400 years, Iran was once again one of the leading powers in the world, alongside its
neighbouring rival, the Roman and then Byzantine Empiras. The empire’s territory, ot its height, encompassed all
of today’s Iran, Irag, Azerbaljan, Armenia, Georgla, Abkhozia, Dagestan, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Israel, parts of
Atghanistan, Turkey, Syria, parts of Pakistan, Central Asia, Eastern Arabia, and parts of Egypt.
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KHAJEH MOUNTAIN

Khajeh Mountain is one of the most spectaculor natural areas of Sistan and Baluchistan, which is located in the
heart of the beautiful Hamon Lake and attracts the eyes of every passerby as a dream island. Many bulldings
have been bullt In the heart of this mountain, which occording to experts belong te the Parthlan and Sasanian
eras. Thess bulldings show that this mountain has been of special value and importance among followers of
different religions such as Zoroastrians, Christians and Muslims in the past.
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EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD
ISLAMIC CONQUEST OF PERSIA

(651-633) "

In B33, when the Sasanion king Yazdegerd Ill was ruling over Iran, the
Muslims under Umar invaded the country right after it had bean in a
bloody civil war. Several ranlon nobles and families such os king Dinar
the House of Karen, and later Kanaranglyons of Khorasan, m
against their Sasanian overlords. Although the House of Mihran hod
claimed the Sasanian throne under the two prominent genarals
Bahrdm Chdbin and Shaohrbaraz, it remained loyal to the
Sasanlans during their struggle against the Arabs, but the
Mihrans were eventually betrayed and qubad h',r their own
kinsrnen, the House of Ispahbudhan, i
Farrukhzad, who had mutinied ageins
‘conguest of Persia ended the Sa
eventual decline of the :
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ABBASID PERIOD

\D AUTONOMOUS IRANIAN DYNASTIES

sosid army consisted primarily of Khorasonions ond was led by an ranian general, Abu Muslim Khorasani, it
d both iranian and Arab elements, and the Abbasids enjoyed both iranion and Arab support. By the Sth
Abbasid control began to wane as regional leaders sprang up in the far cornars of the empire to challenge
tral outhority of the Abbasid coliphote. The Abbosid coliphs begon enlisting maomiuks,
paking warrlors, who had beesn moving out of Central Asia into Transoxiana as slave warriors as early as
tury. Shortly thereafter the real power of the Abbasid callphs began to wane; eventually, they became
figureheads while the warrior sloves ruled. The Sth century also saw the revait by native Zeroastrians,
the Khurramites, ogainst oppressive Arab rule. The movernent was led by a Persian freedom fighter Babak
din. Babak's lranlanizing rebellion, from its base in Azerbaljan in nerthwestern iran, called for a return of the
m of the Iranian past. The Khorramdin rebellion of Babak spread to the Western and Central parts of
Inmd maora than twenty years before It wos defeated when Babak was betrayed by Afshin, a senior general
bbosid Caliphate.



MONGOL

CONQUEST AND RULE
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(1370-1219)

The Khwarazmian dynasty enly lasted for a few decodes, until the arrival of
the Mongoels. Genghis Khan hod unified the Mongels, and under him the
Mongol Empire quickly expanded in several directions. In 1218, it
bordered Khwarezm. At that time, the Khwarazmion Empire was
ruled by Ala ad-Din Muhammad (1220-1200). Muhammad, like
Genghis, was intent on expanding his lands and had gained the
> submission of most of Iran. He declared himself shah
—— and demanded formal recognition from the Abbasid
' caliph Al-Nasir. When the caliph rejected his claim,
Ala ad-0in Muhammad proclaimed one of his nobles’
caliphs and unsuccessfully tried to depose an-Nasir.
The Mongol invasion was by and large disastrous to the
Iranians. Although the Mongol invaders eventually
converted to Islam and occepted the culture of Iran,
the Mongol destruction in Iran and other regions the
Islamic heartland (particularly the historical Khorasan
region, mainly in Central Asia) marked a major
change of direction for the region. Much of the six
centuries  of Islamic scholarship, culture, and
infrastructure was destroyed as the invaders leveled
cities, burned libraries, and in some cases replaced
mosques with Buddhist temples.
The Mongols killed many Iranian civilians. Destruction of
qanat irrigation systems in the north east of Iran
destroyed the pattern of relatively continuous settlernents,
producing many abandoned towns which were relatively
quite good with irfigation and agriculture.

SAFAVID

The Safavid dynasty was one of the most significant ruling dynasties of
Persia (modern iran), and "is often considered the beginning of modern
Persian history”. The greatest of the Safavid monarchs, Shah Abbas | the
Greot (1629-1587) came to power in 1587 aged 16. Abbas | first fought the
Uzbeks, recapturing Herat and Mashhad in 1598, He expanded commercial
links with the Dutch East India Company and established firm links with the
European royal houses, which had been initiated by Ismail | earlier on by the
Habsburg=-Persian allionce.
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USUCCESSORS

lr__un: territorial Integrity was restored by a native
Iranian Turkic Afshar warlord from Khorasan, Nader
Shah. He defeated and banished the Afghons,
defeated the Ottomans, reinstalled the Safavids
on the throne, and negotioted Russion
withdrawal from lran's Caucasian territories,
with the Treaty of Resht and Treaty of Ganja. His
campaigns created a great Iranian Empire thot
briefly encompaossed whot Is now lran,
Afghonistan, Pokistan, ports of the Coucasus
region, and parts of Central Asia, but his military
~gpending hod o ruinous effect on the Persion
‘economy. Nader Shah's victories briefly made him
ﬂw Middle East's most powerful sovereign, but his
te quickly disintegrated after he was assassinated
ar Shah hos been described as “the last great
congueror. He is credited with restoring iranion
ipecially as an alternative power in the region to
Ottoman Empire.
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The name of Bank of Iran and England s among the historoal monuments of Zabul city located in Sistan and

Baluchistan province, whose historical bockground goes bock to the Qajar perlad. This historical bullding was

actually a bank bullding during the colonial period, which was a branch of Shahl Bank In the capital. it is clear

that the architecture of this building | derlved by the style and trend of old Eurepean architecture, This bullding

Is located near the munlcipal square and today It has become a valuable museum that narrates the financial
' " flows throughout the history of that era, '

Agha Mohammoad Khan emerged victorious out of the civil war that commanced with the death of the last Zand

king. His reign Is noted for the reemergence of a centrally led and united Iran. After the death of Nader Shah and

tha last of the Zands, most of iran’s Caucasion territorles had broken away into varlous Caucasian khanates.

Agha Mohammaead Khan subsequently demanded that Heraclius |l rencunce its 1783 treaty with Russio, and to
submit agaln to Persian suzerainty, in return for paace and the security of his kingdom:.

(1925-1796)
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The building of Balgian customs is lecated near Zobul city, This bullding was bullt due to trade relations batween
European countries and this region in the 20th century and its nome is included in the list of national heritoge of
Iran, It [& said that the construction of this bullding goes back to the Qajar period.
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Ozbaki Hill in Alborz Province, near Tehran, is an important historical site. Archan]ogmdl stuﬂles sl ggest thut the

civilization thot originated there dotes back to the Jth miflennium 8.C.The site wos discovered In 1969 and

registered on ran’s list of natienal monuments in 1873.nternationally, Ozbaki Hill is known tor belng the origin of
thie first man-mode adobe honded over to the United Notions

The Urbek ancient site, due to its considerable age and the settlement of human communities in different

historical periods, contalns special surprises ond features: Among them, 8,000-yegr-old clays, the colorful '

templeof Yan Tepe, the acquisition of cemant by the prehistoric Inhabitants of the Uzbok site, the inscription of
the Elamite beginning, the commercial cooperation document between Uzbek and Susa, and the Aryan
monuments in Uzbek can be mentioned. ;
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Archaeological excavations in Shahr-i-sokhta, an ancient prehistoric city near Zabul in Sistan and Baluchestan
province in southeastern Iran, have shown that women in this region enjoyed a high social status during the 4th
to 3rd millennium BC. Of the seals discovered in the existing graves, 30% were owned by women, who
constituted more than 0% of the population. The distribution of these seals, commercial and governmental
tools that represent economic and administrative control, showed that these women were a powerful group in
prehistoric society. In the early inscriptions and the fortifications of the Achaemenid treasury in Persepolis refer
te women with three different terms; irti, mutu and duksis. The first is related te common women (nen-royal);
Second, to unmarried members of the royal family; And the last duksis for married women with royalty. Such
distinctive terms show the importance of the worman's marital status and relationship with the king. These
inscriptions also show that the women of the royal family traveled a lot and often personally managed their
personal estates. S5ome experts say that it was Cyrus the Great who created the custom of covering women to
protect their chastity twelve centuries before Islam. According to their theory, the hijab was transferred from the
Achaemenids to the Hellenistic Seleucids. They, in turn, handed it over to the Byzantines.

In the 7th century AD, two women named Azermidakht and Purandakht were able to reach the kingdom of
Sassanid Iran. After Khosroparviz was killed by his son Shirovia in 828 AD, Shirovia did not rule for more than six
months and Khosroparviz's eldest doughter Purandakht took the throne. Although according to all reports, these
two were the only legitimate survivors of the Sassanid dynasty, Christian Sen considers their acceptance of
kirbgsh}lllp and their good name in Sassanid sources as a sign of “their acceptance by the Mobedan (religious
clerics)”.

Wornen in the Sossanid period had much higher rights than women in Rome, for exarmple, if a girl was raped, the
state had the duty to pay 5,000 gold dinars to that girl, which is even beyond Hammurabi's laws.

Wornen had little social and political presence during the Ghoznavid era. Even though they were Turks
themselves, it was weaker than the following periods, which was caused by the unpreparedness of the Iranian
pecople and the Influence of the sultans of this peried on the lows of the Islamic religion. During the Seljuk period,
there are many women who reached the throne and ruled or those who directly or indirectly participated in the
work of ruling their husbands or children. During this period, the religious prejudices of the Ghaznavid pericd
were reduced and women had more freedom. Women in the Safavid Empire had wide rights and freedoms
depending on their social status. Women in other classes experienced freedoms such as being able to travel,
evan without a husband, and managing their family's economic affairs. All women were visible in the public
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Sistan-Baluchestan province is
located in the east and southeast of
Iran. It is Iran’s vastest province with
an area approximately equal to that
of Syria but is less populous.The
province comprises of two sections,
Sistan in the north and Baluchistan in
the south. Sistan includes Zabol and
the cities around it and Baluchestan
encompasses the rest of the cities
from Zahedan to Chabahar.The
inhabitants of the province of “Sistan
va Baluchistan” continue to embrace
their own norms and traditions, and
the region has the potential to become
one of the sight-seeing areas of Iran.

BLUCHIRAN

STAN VA BALUCHESTAN




EMBROIDERY OF SISTAN
AND BALUCHESTAN

Baluchestan embroideries are the
most exqguisite somples of handicralfts
inlran. These needleworks are locally
called *Suchan Duzi®. There are
many documents that prove this
embroidery existed from the early
years of Islomic era in this tribe and
flourished during the Timurid and
Safovid dynasty, Suchon Duzi
is most commonly used as a
decoratien of local dresses.

The needlework covers all over the
fabrics, and s used to decorate
handecuffs, trousers and are applied
In forms like strips in the hondculfs,
a piece on the bock and the top of
the Chadors. $ince local dresses are
worn by women in many cities and
regions, this embroidery s popular
in all big or small cities and villages
of Zohedan and Saravan in the east
and to ranshahr in the west.,

The techniques of needlework differ
batween each nomadic region
like iranshahr (Qasem Abad, Pip,
Espakeh, Verkat, Chenel) and region
of Khash ond Gasht. Qosem Abod

Gl plo Lacalyy top L{ul—ub._r
sl paga BlBw (usjpn lns o
Jla Fooo s> a8 0 dogs i laliuw
el aileag) uiltol e olli s 1 Judi
Ghalinlid 3 frajpe gl L bdayS Cplys
eipmas ply aded o lpds g and
bl g tiyld JLIT dpm g el sl db
utsy g L by Bype glae 8 Siw
ke dof bl o ol ael dgag el
e=ilph saiilw jl gl Jlgles ppdb

eyl dilia (il po gy Cdglu

Is proud to be the hometown of two
artists of this craft Ms. Zarkhatun
Baoluchl and Ms. Mahtab Jahan Bani
Kinds of Baluch embroidery include:
Sarafl Duzl, Zarlf Duzl, Parivar Duzi
and Baluch Duzi. Very bright colors
are incorporated into pleces amongst
which orange and red are dominant.
The detalls are done in green, blua,
white and black. There is a common
characteristic between all of the
embroideries of these regions and
that Is using of geometric and linear
miotifs. Cursive and circular motifs
are rarely stitched in Baluch needie
works.

The motifs can be divided into three
general groups:

1. Geomatric, that are the most
popular motifs of Baluch works.
Triangles, squares and diamonds
are main patterns and con be found
in other handicrafts such as pottery,
too.
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2 Notural motifs, which include herbal
and animal motifs such as “Gol-a
Sohr” or red flower, "Gol-e Chahar
Bargi™ or four petal flowers, “Katarog®
of dandelion, "Gol-e Hasht Bargl® or
eight petal flower, chicken, “Morg
Punch” or feet of the chicken, "Hoshter
Domb® or toil of the camel
"Katarpodak®™ or feet of the
ingects and wings of the

dowve. 3. Natural elements,

like mountains, rivers /
and etc. The motif of §°8
“Chopras® is the most

famous motif of this

group, and is o simple
representation

of waves and motion,

In addition to clothing,

Boluch embroidery is

applied to make covers

of hoty Queran, Kohi holders,

bags and cushions. b =
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KALPURGAN POTTERY

According to the specialists, pottery
of Sistan ond Balucheston traces
bock to many thousand years
ago. Three villoges of Kalpurgan,
Kuhmitag and Hulanchgan are the
most important centers of pottery in
this province. Amongst them,
Kolpurgan Is more fomous ond
original than the others and is
known with the names of this region.
This village is located three hundred
and ninety Ekilometers far from
Zahedan and closa to the borderline
between Iran and Pakistan. The
potteries of this region are very
similar to the discoveries of
archeological excovations  that
trace back to the 3rd millennium
B.C. The unique characteristic of
potteries in this region is thot the
technique of their production has

not changed

L g

since thousands of years ago and
the artist potters who are maostly
tastetul women of this region,
make the potteries with no use of
machinery and only by their
handsThe motifs of these potteries
also have roots in thousand years
ago and are generally geometric
and abstroct. Kalpurgan potteries
lock gloze and are mode using o
kind of soil that men gather from
a region colled *Mosh Tokuk®
located two kilometers away from
the village.

This sofl turns into red after firing
which Is onother trait of the
potteries of Kalpurgan. After the
cloy utensils are created, they are
exposed to sunlight to  dry
completely. Then they are painted
by reddish brown colors that turn
black after firing. This color is o

kind of mineral pigment that is 4

produced from o stone,
T called Tituk. This &

: £ o stone is excavated -
‘ U from ;

-
[/
&
i

“Tapeh Achar® in one of the
counties of Zobol To make the
pigments, the stone is grinned on
a bigger rock and the powder is
mixed with a bit of water to make a
slurry. Then they are decorated
with anclent matifs of potteries by
use of thin branches of palm tree
as brushes. Finally, the potteries
arg fired inside troditional kilns
made as pits in the ground. The
potteries are bowls, jars,

jugs and glasses. In

village of
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Laith, known as Malik Al-Dunya, is the
commander (247-265 AH) of the Safarian’

dynasty. he is one of the great soldiers ond worriers of his




DARAN-E

Dohan-e Gholaman is ona of the most significant historical areas in Sistan and Baluchistan
province, which was discovered during the excavations of a group of foreign archaeclogists in the
1960s. The history of this area, which was once a residential city, goes back to the Achaemenid
ara. At that time, this area had a promontory that served as a gateway for African slaves to enter
the country, and the reason for its name is related to this. One of the main points In the
architecture of the buildings and houses of the city is the use of clay as the main material, so that
some people call this area as the clay-city.
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TADEL

Jolalabad Citadel is one of the historical builldings left from the Qajar era, which is located in one
of the villages of Zabul city. This valuable building was built by a parson nomed Mohammad Ali
Khan Kayani as a residential and military place. Before the drought, many green pastures were
located around this building, after which no trace of it was seen. This citadel, which is located ina
square areq, includes four observation towers, a relatively large central courtyard, brick walls and
residential rooms.
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ASBADHAYE-HOZDAR

Zabul city has an area with an ancient historical background called Hozdar, wherever
you lock, you can see traces of the rich culture and civilization of its past. These
structures are more than 2,800 years old and are built next to a number of castles in
this region, which shows the order in the structure and lifestyle of its people in that era.
In fact, these dams were built to control the flow of winds and also to supply water in
agricultural fields.

05TAM

The historical background of this building, which is located in the ancient area known
as Hozdar, dates back to almost 500 years ago and to the Seljuk and Safavid eras.

MACHI CASTLE

This castle is a historical relic of the Safavid era, which was once considered one of the
rmain bases of governance in Sistan.
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ABU'L-HASAN AL| IBN
JULUGH FARRUKHI SISTANI

PRFSION: i um —55d by iy 0os i Gmnipa )y
batter known as Farrukhi Sistani (L.
iy €.1040 = 1000) was one of the
most prominent Persian court poets
in the history of Persion literature.
Initially serving a dehgaon in Sistan
and the Muhtajids in Chaghanlyan,
Farrukhi entered the service of the
Ghaznavids in 1017, where he
became the panegyrist of its rulers,
Mahmud (r. 1030-999) and Mas'ud |
(r. 1040-1030), as well as numerous
viziers and princes. he left Sistan to
seek his fortunes in Tronsoxiang,
whera he in the autumnn of 1016
entered the service of the Muhtajid
prince Abu'l-Muzaffar Fakhr
al-Dawla Ahmad ibn Muhammad,
who ruled Chaghaniyan as a
vassal of the Ghoznavids. During
the Mehregan festhral, Farrukhi
composed a poem for AbuT-Muzaffar.
However, hardly a year later, Farruihi
left for the Ghaznovid copital of
Ghaznl, where he joined the court
of Mahmud, eventually becoming
his panagyrist.

it was at Ghozni  that Farrukhi
reached his gool of renown and
riches.
Farrukhl continued to hold a strong
love for his homeland Sistan, even
though he would never live thare
again. He seemingly visited the
place from time to time, and still
kept touch with relotives and
frisnds. In 1027, he composed a
poemn for the Ghoznovid vizier
Hasanak, applauding the latter for
improving the conditions of Sistan,
which had been in a state of chaos
after Mahmud's brutal conguest in
1003. However, this was only
temporary; many Sistonis continued
to dislike the Ghaznavids and the

heavy taxes they imposed on them.

“beginning of calamity for Sistan.”
In: 1030, Mahmud was forced to
step in, aoppeinting the Saffarid
prince Taj al-Din | Abu'l-Fadl Nasr

as the wvossal ruler of Sistan,
marking the start of the Nasrid
dynaosty.

Farrukhi alse served as the
panegyrist of Mahmud's son and
second successor Mas'ud | (r.
1040-1030), as well as numercus
viziers and princes. He died in
Ghaznl in ¢.1040. he was one of the
most successful court poets in the
history of Perslan literature. He
was present in the Ghoznavid
court during the apex of the
empire under Mahmud, His poams
celebrate various court events,
such as the lraniaon festivals of
Mihragan, Nowruz, and Sadeh,
and the Islamic Eid al-Fitr, as well
as Mahmud's famous raid on the
temple of Somnath (SGmnat) in
Gujarat In 1026,

9 b yop sl g aglhe 15 ol S0 (G il B il gyl B ol ol B el | a1y F gl (ot ke (sl
u-u_'h’mibwﬁw#ﬂJhJﬂuw,uubMJmlﬂthﬁ‘-H-l-ul-u’-llh-nl’WH’MFJHJLHPWHFHJI
oy s Gelidsl el pe 12 Biian g g (s aladal a3 ule LS il e il lelme tend o e b 38 T sy Uy

el sy e g B g S il i lgT)0 5B oy sl aileyS ) 53 5pad g m ERA L f g U ool 58 ol syl
8l it LB g iy s s g i LTy il o it i () 0o o1 5 (53 (slitntanad jl Sy Falagus ajleiy
A, e dilhilo auly by dgnme sl (g AU 45 300 Bdis ey 0 s psiiren i

:Iumtwq.»-:auhhsm e 15908 agama (il sy 3 e B EFI e 3 oLiialy d;-.ﬂu.ﬁqﬂdeu

351 Jphiis



>
-
-
—
L
-1
et

Look at the cat-like map of Iran,
Khuzestan is precisely the point at
which the cat has sat on its hands. It
is a mesmerizing old land that has
been considered one of the most
important centers of Iran and the rest
of the world's civilization thousands
of years before Christ. Ziggurats of
Choqa'Zanbil, an Elamite shrine, with
3300 years of age, can best back this
claim. Not only that, but also the
grand Academy of Jondishapur that
has once, about two thousand years
ago, been the greatest medical and
scientific center of the entire world,
too, is located in that region of Iran's
Plateau. Shushtar Water Constructs,
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TURKMEN

ETHNIC GROUP IN IRAN

Nearly one million Turkmens can be found
living along the northern edges of lran, just
south of the Turkmeniston-iran border.
Turkmetorns were nomodic herdsmen but
todaoy many of them are living sedentary os
farm-men. 5till @ small group is living o
sami-nomadic lifestyle. it is good news they
are still loyal to their tribal traditions more or
less. They say Turkmen |5 o word originated
from an Arabic phrase; *Turk Man® meaning
a Turk who belleves In God. Or some say no, It
is a Persion phrase. And in Perion “Man”
means “I° and the phrase equals “I am A
Turk®.

Turkmens are Sunnl Muslims. Bafore islam
came to their area they believed in
Buddhism, Manichaeism, and other
religions worshiping noture and the sky.
iranian Turkmens and the Turkmens of
Turkmenistan were all living together
until iran and Imperial Russla signed a
treaty, the Treaty of Akhal in 1881
According to this treaty, the Turkmens
were separated. A smoll part of them
continues living their lives in Iran.
Turkmen people are Muslim and follow the
Hanafi religion. This Iranion ethnicity is very
religious and the perspective of religion is
reflected in all their ceremonies. But it is
interesting to know that there is o festival
called *Aq Quyun” or white sheep, among the
Turkmen tribes. This event is held when men
reach at the age of sixty-three. This is in
honor of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) at this
age. The language of Turkmen people is a
branch Oghuz Turki and Turkmen, Turkmen
horses also are very special and known to the
world. These people also have o special skilis
ond mastery. Also, Turkmen people ara so
good In handicraft art and handmade stuff
ond artworks. You can see the carpets done
by Turkmen people and enjoy the design and
the art.
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CARPETS AND KELIM

Turkmen women are experts in weaving carpets and Kelim, Since they are kids, they learn to weave, This art is

kind of their language for saying their ancient stories. The geometric patterns they weave convey their history;

their migrations, victories, etc.
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NILAWEAVING

Silk weaving is another art thot mainly the Goklen tribe attends to, Normally the colors are bright and the
patterns are eye-catching. They use herbal dye to color the silk.
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“Namad” is “felt®. The process of matting wool to produce felt is called Nomad-mali. In contrast to other parts of
Iran where men do Namad-mali, among Turkmens women do that. To make good felt they use the spring wool
of sheep. Turkmen women weave mouflon horn designs on their Namaods.

These Hamads are used as ground cloths, Showla, and so on. Showla is a leng dress with no sleeves made of
Namad, Shepherds use it in cold weather and it does magic in keeping them warm. Turkmen women usually do
Namadmali for their own use, not for sale.
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TRADITIONAL
0L

RFU
CARVES

Turkmens are real artists actually. They are popular
for the scarves they make with special traditional
designs and colors. If you take a bus or ride on a car
from Golastan to Mashhod you will see o lot of them
on your way. in different spots on the way, there are
some sellers and they hang the big colorful scarves
on ropes for the passengers to see from a distance to
pull over and buy.







IRANIAN
TURKMEN

Lilmjgiglas | dloj (aSsiped pld )L (raiaidel
il b lajlas S g Sadi d s p
Il it 33 i .ﬁ-ﬁ) JLoo ot gt jl il
a8 dpadige bdad iptugian  Sledl g
gl oty po Al Ul joud (a8 pl s Lanjaigl
Eopri o aTi pl sl ol il o siman
Ushita Loje g o o s i)l 5 pllal
S e L aS)ipe B glina jaLal.aa)S
blajsisl— g g pabid gg-die (g Olsyse
L5 pla gl iz caSiualiyoa lal s Sy 5
S e iitag axdpdol pllul oS slajgisl
A 38 co S &l ddias] ol yo Al cndy

b ol ez gl gl (eSS gL 55,18

Turkmens are three major tribes and they have a very interesting myth about how these three come to exist.
They say once, there was a mon who had three wives. When his first wife was pregnant, she asks for food and
he hunts a mouflon and brings her its liver. When the second was pregnant, she asks him the same thing and
he hunts o sheep and brings her the liver. And for the third, he can find nothing so inevitably he hunts a wolf and
brings her its liver. Any of these women give birth to one boy. And these three boys are the ancestors of the three
Turkmen tribes, Golken, Yamut, and Teke. The Third child whose mom ate the wolf's liver is the leader of the
Goklen tribe. He s known for his bravery and warriorhood.
Some belleve Turkmens were the people living olong Mongolia lake who left their homeland in the hope of
finding rich pasturelands. According to Turkmens, they are descendants of Oghuz Khagan. He is the legandary
hero of these people. There is o myth about him thot says ofter his birth he ovoided feeding on his mother's milk
for three days. The third night he appears in his mother's dream and tells her: “if you do not accept Islam as your
religion, | won't feed on your milk.” 5o, his mother for the soke of her child becomes a Muslim which had its
consequences but finally when Oghuz Khagan turns into a strong young man, he gains victory and the
leadership he was born for.




IRANIAN TURKMEN
THNIC CLOTHING

One of the attractive tips about Iranian traditional clothing s
its Dynomics. Meaning through the time, by every event
peocple have to go through as thelr country’s history has
affected their clothing, too. If we study Turkmen clothing as
well as any other athnicity in iran, we con see the changes
that each period and event has had on them. For example,
= we can sea some obvious changes relating to the time

= arabs reached these parts of iran. Or thelr beautiful Boruks,
decorated hats, reminds of the Timurid dynasty. And now as
always as we come to the end of our journey let's enjoy the beouty of
thair clothing and not to confuse you with a lot of weird names and
phrases.
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THE
GONBAD-E-QABUS

Dome of GQoboos is one of the most unique architectural
monuments of Iran in the islamic period, located in the north of
the city of Dome of Kavos and 3 kilometers from the surviving
ancient city of Gorgan (Jorjan). The Dome of Qaboos has been
registered In tha UNESCO world list. This work was buiit in the year
387 AH as a memorial to Shams al-Ma'ali Qaboos bin
Washamgir. The height of this tower is §5 meters and including
the height of the hill, it Is 70 meters above the ground. On its brick
body, two rows of inscriptions In simple Kufl script are Installed,
which introduce the founder and the date of its construction.
This huge building is mode entirely of bricks ond is a precious
example of brickwork art.
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MAGTYMGULY
PYRAGY

Many Turkmens regard Mogtymguly's poems as pinnacle of
Turkmen literature; they are often found In the homes of
Turkmen-speaking people, who learn his poems by heart
and use tham as proverbs and sayings. His [ife and poams
have become the subjects of much anolysis,
commentary and interpretation, and have influenced £
post-18th century Turkmen writing more than the works of
any other author.

IDEALS OF MAGTUMGUL)

The main ideals of every human being represent his parsonality and :
Identity. The origin of the ideal Is the human soul and psyche and whan .
he feels the need in every field ond considers it voluable, expresses them il

in the form of prayer, request and lofty aspiration. In the meantime, most 00

poets who hove o delicate nature and high poetic toste, express their feelings more |

beautifully and attractively than others. In the poams of the great poets of each natlon, we

con point to their lofty ideals, which have mostly portrayed the ideals of their society. It

should be noted that it Is not necessarlly the case that those ideals were expressed by the

people of that time and the poet’'s contemporaries, rather, ideals are among those categories |
that the great men of history, such as prophets and saints, thinkers and philosophers, sages N
and reformers, writers and geniuses, etc,, have understood before anyone and expressed them P /#

in various sclentific and literary terms and utensils. ._.
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POEMS OF TURKMEN

WOMEN AND GIRLS
WHEN WEAVING CARPETS

When Turkmen women corpet weavers stort
weaving the first carpet flower, then they sing
poams in groups for good luck., These poems
are stimulating to start a path that is not
eosy, but gradually their fingers are bloody.
The further they go, the more the carpet
fiowers are stained with the blood of the
fingars of Turkmen carpet weavers. They
sing the carpet songs as fallowlng:

Hey, girls let’s engrave the carpets, Tie
many knots,

when friends and companions come,
tle a string

around her arm and get happy®

* Tle the thread to the arm is o
ritual that tokes ploce

when friends visit, and they cliso
pay to encourage

the weavers to do what they
have started.




PEACE FOR ALL

GOLDEN PART

Saints Abdon and Sennen, variously written In early calendars and
martyrologies Abdo, Abdus, and Sennes, Sennis, Zennen, are
recognized by the Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church
as Christian MartyrsTheir Acts, written for the most parl prier to
the 9th century, describe them as Parsian nobles, captured and
taken to¢ Rome during a military campalgn in the third century,
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The magl, W

better known

as  the three wise ’ /
men, are some of the most '?:/ /
well-known figures in W
the Bible. Thanks to the role
they play in the traditional

Christmas story as mysterious visitors  who
bring gifts to the newborn Jesus, they are probably
more familiar to the general public than far more important New
Testament flgures. The New Revised Standard Verslon translates the Greek
word magoi as “wise men,” but this is not a very accurate translation. The word
usually means “astrologers” or “magicians.” It can also refer, more specifically, to priests of the

Zoroastrian religion—an Iranian tradition that has influenced both Judaism and Christianity. Zoroastrian
magi were famous in the ancient world for their skills in interpreting the nighttime sky, so Motthew's
enigmatic figures may have been priests who hailed from Iran. Regarding their country of origin, Matthew
says nothing more than that the magi hailed from “the East™ (Matt 2:1), but most early Christians thought
the magi came from Ilran. The mosaic shows the mogi wearing Phrygion caps, traditional Iranian
headpieces that later became the inspiration for the pointed hats worn by magicians. The three wise men
or kings or magi were pilgrims from the east. They fallowed a guiding star to Bethlehem, where they honored
the Christ child (Mathew 12-2:1). The account the wise men gave to King Herod notes they saw a star from
the east (v. 2) and travelled to Jerusalem to find the new king of the Jews (Jerusalem was the capital and
most likely spot to find a king). King Herod consulted the Jewish religious leaders whe told him Messiah was
prophesied to be born in Bethlehem (wv. 6-5). Herod asked the wise men about the time the star
appeared and commanded the wise men to repaort the location of the one born king of the Jews once
He had been found. The wise men then traveled to Bathlehem and found Jesus and His family. Th
offered their gifts, items worth great value during their time. The wise men also bowed in worship (v.
11). This was clearly sometime after the birth of Jesus, as the family was now staying in a house,
though they had not yet left Bethlehem. After worshipping Jesus, the wise men were warned
by God in a dream not to return to Herod (v. 12). They departed using another road to their
“country,” indicating they were not Jewish and lived in another nation. When the wise men
did not return, Herod become angry and had all male children two years old and younger
in Bethlehem put to death, but not before Joseph had been warned in a dream to flee with
his family to Egypt. Jesus and His family escaped, partly due to the assistance of the wise
men not returning to Herod. Further, these wise men left gifts that were likely able to pay for
family expenses during the time they lived in Egypt.
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The Kurdistan (“Land of the Kurds”)
designation refers to an area of Kurdish
settlement that roughly includes the
mountain systems of the Zagros and
the eastern extension of the Taurus.
besides this province in Zagros,
Lorestan province in mountainous land
in the west of Iran has been settled.
The Zagros Mountains stretch from
northwest to southeast of the province.
The highest crest is Oshtor@n Kih witha
height of 4100 meters above sea level.
The weather is cold to the north as
there are lots of mountains; to the
south it is temperate. High altitude and
geographical conditions have caused
many rivers and springs to flow
through the province. The paintings
discovered in the caves of Disheh and
Mirmelas caves show that the Kasi tribe
lived in Lorestan in 1600 BC.




PIR SHALYAR

Tha festival of Pir Shalyar (also

spelled as Shallyar) is an old

traditional ceremony in Kurdistan.

It is held in the 40th day of winter.

The celabration iz held in three

stages, each in a day of three
consacutive waeks.

Pir shalyar who possessed

spiritual gifts such as healing

power is believed to magicolly

heal "Shah-Bahar Khatoun® the

beloved daughter of king of

Bukhara and married her.

shah-Bahar Khotoun was both

hedring and speech impaired and

no one seemed to be able to help

her in her hometown. Tharefors,

the king, Shaoh-Bahaor Khotoun,

. \'t and mambers of tha court set for

Uraman Takht to visit Pir shalyar

whose reputation precedes

him in Bukhara. Once

L they got close to the

N village where  Pir,

shalyar used to live

KEhataoun

started o "
hear  and "l

1'
-

Shah-Bahar N

gsuddenly 1 : :

as soon as they were within only a
short distonce oway from his
house the girl abruptly started to
talk. The king who had pledged to
marry Shah-Bahar Khatoun to the
person who would be able to cure
har honored his promise and every
year people of Uraman Taokht
celebrate the wedding
anniversary of Pir shalyar
and Shah-Bahar Khatoun
twice in mid-winter ond
mid-spring. The celabration
which usually storts on
Wednesday [losts for three
days. Pecple sacrifice livestock

i
on the first day of the festivities \

in front of Pir shalyar house and
distribute it among the citizens.
They als@ make o porridge which
dates back to more than 900
years agoe and is said to
“ba sarved at Pirshalyar's
wedding  ceremony.
% A Playing daf - a large
PaEsiun frame drum
= pérfafming spiritual
doi and singing
this songs

"

4

about prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
ond God are of the different parts
of this joyous local cccasion.
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THE ANCIENT CEREMONY OF

, KUMSA|

G INURAMAN TAKHT"

kumsuhi&?}%&ny is held every year on 5th of may in Uraman Sary Abad region of Kurdistan

provinces P.El \Iranian and foreign tourlsts participate in this ceremony. Basically, Kumsal is a
nibal of the bellefs of the natives of Uramanat region, and accefding to somelocal elders,
-%"‘LL meore than a thousand years age. This tradition is ralhl;g_j:_ll to the beliefs of the
d i '_1;, rson called “Pirshalyar” who was a sacred person ot that time. he helped peopla
and when thatfaced problem then would go te him and ask him for solutioh or praying. One day,
; s of "Pir Shalyar® named “Darvish Kumar” visited Pir Shalyar and complainad
milk of his animals. Pir Shalyar telis Dervish Kumar to go tuﬁﬂ;hﬁ‘:ﬁ of-a dervish
stone near the grave'and tie it to the musk of his animals so

: that their milk will
ol for the people of that area for fertility and each year, they hold this
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The same iz located in Zinaneh Mountoin of Uramanat - Marivan and it is
carved In the shope of o crescent. Inside the false arch, there is an
embossment of a human figure 2. copyright itto.org & meters in length
and 30 meters in width. Special engravings are carved on the upper part
of this impression. undefined There is also another inscription in-this

vicinity in Cuneiform script that probably is reloted to the lote 2nd
millennium BC, copyright itto.org and the beginning of thelst millennium
BC. In the text of the inscription, after praising the Assyrion gods, the
victaries of the Assyrion people are described,

Uraman or Howraman, (Kurdish: .., romanized; Hewraman, Persion; L.y ) is a mountainous reglon located
within the provinces of Kurdistan and Kermanshah in westarn Iran. The word hawraman is formed of two parts
‘Howra' means ‘Ahcora’ and ‘Man® means ‘house, position’. Howraman is the region of Ahooramzda, ‘howr' in
Avesta means sun, in this case Howromaon would be translated as ‘Territory of Sun’. The main part of the
Howraman region Is located in iron and encompasses two components of the Central-Eastern Valley (Zhawaro
and Takht, In Kurdistan Province); and the Western Valley (Lahon, in Kermanshah Province). The remote and
mountainous londscope of Hawrgman/Uramanat bears testimeny to the traditional culture of the Howrami
pecple, an agropastoral Kurdish tribe that has inhabited the region since about 3000 BCE. The proparty, at the
heart of the Zogros Mountains in the provinces of Kurdistan ond Kermanshah along the western border of Iran,
encompasses two components: the Centrol-Eastern Valley {Zhaverud and Takht, in Kurdistan Province); and
the Western Valley (Lahun, in Kermonshah Province). The mode of human habitation in these two valleys has
bean cdapted over millennio to the rough mountginous environment. Tiered steep-slope planning and
architecture, gardening on dry-stone terraces, livestock breeding, and seasonal vertical migration are amaong
the distinctive features of the lecal culture and [ite of the semi-nomadic Howrami people who dwell in lowlands
and highlqnds during different secsons of each year. Their uninterrupted presence in the landscope, which is
also characterized by exceptional biediversity and endemism, is evidenced by stone tools, caves and rock
shalters, mounds, remnants of permanent and temporary settlemant sites, and workshops, cemeteries, roods,
villoges, costles, and more. The 12 villages included in the property illustrate the Howrami people’s evolving
responses to the scarcity of productive land in their mountainous environment through the millennia,
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TRADITIONS OF WELCOMING T

KURMANJI K

the significance of spring and Nowruz for the Kurdish people of Khorasan, are so important. this cereamony is
observed between Minar Cheleh (end of Bahman) and spring. in the past when harsh and long winters stuck the
northern parts of Khorasan, people would hold feasts to mark the end of the cold and frosty period and the
beginning of the spring.

one of the most important rituals of this avening is lighting a fire and throwing fireballs into the air. To do this, as
the dusk nears, people make one or three piles of firewood pieces separately, set them on fire and then jJump over
the fire. Throwing firaballs into the alr is a longtime ritual among the Kurdish people of Khorasan. To do this, balls
of felt or cloth the size of an crange are put In oll. On the eve of the feast and when the dark falls, the balls are set
on fire and thrown into the air. When the fireballs fall on the ground, they again pick them
up and throw them up in the air,

PRING AMONG
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Loraston Frovince is one of the main settlements of the Lur people and the Northern variety Luri languoge is the
main language of the province, Northern Lurl is also spoken in southern llom and Khuzestan provinces, The
northern part of Lorestan is populated by the Kurds of the Lak tribe who were estimated to constitute over 85%
of the population In the province In 1980,
The ancient history of Lorestan is clossly intartwined with the rest of the Ancient Near East. in the 3rd and 4th
millennium BC, migrant tribes settled down In the mountainous areo of the Zogros Mountalns, The Kassites, an
ancient pecple who spoka neither an Indo-Europaan nor o Semitic languoge, originated in Lorestdn. They
would control Bobylonio ofter the fall of the Old Babylonian Emplre ca. 1531 BC and until co. 1155 BC, Parts
Luristan were invaded ond settlad by the Iranian Medes in the Znd millennium BC. The Medes obsorbed the
indigenous inhabitants of the region, primarily the Kassites os well as the Gutions, by the time the area wos
conguerad by the Persians in the Ist millennium BC. In February 2017, archeological discoverias relatad to the
Achoemenid era were made in Lorestan for the first time,
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Falak-ol-Aflak or Shapur Khast is a historical castie on the top of a large

hill in Kharromabad, capitol of Lorestan province, which has played key

rola in lile of people in this part of Iran. The glgantic Falak-ol-Allak Castle ] | ]
was built over 1800 years ogo during the Sossanid era. The extraordinary

architecture of the structure. prompted specialists to describe it as a

masterpiece of engineering and architecture in the world.

The ancient castle was utilized as a ruling center; then, it was nomed
Kherramabad castle and during Gajar dynasty its nome was changed to
Falak-ol-Aflak, Shopur-kKhast or Sabr-Khast fortress, Dezbaoz,
Khoromobod castle, ond ultimately the Folok-ol-Aflak Costle were its
names in ditferent aras.

The fortress covers nearly an area of 5300 square meters. The castle
originally had 12 towers, but only eight remain standing nowadays. The
most changes in the anclent structure hoppened during Safavid and
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In addition to large Azeri, Turkmen,
Baluch ond Kurdish communities, o
relatively large number of Arabs live in
Iran. Although aofter the 7th century,
many Arab tribes settled in different
parts of Iran including Fars and
Khorasan, it is the Arab tribes of
Khuzestan that have preserved their
social structures and language. These
tribes speak different Arabic dialects,
although many share similarities with
lraqi  Arabic, and predominantly
adhere to Islam.
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Look at the cat-like map of iran.
Khuzestan is precisely the point ot
which the cat has sat on its hands. it
is o mesmerizing old land thot hos
been considerad one of the most
important centers of Iran and
the rest of the world's civilization
thousands of yeors before Christ
Ziggurats of ChogaZanbil, an Elamite
shrine, with 3300 years of age, con
best back this clalm. Mot only that,
but oiso the grand Acodemy of
Jondishapur that has once, about
two thousond years ogo, been the
greatest medical and scientific
center of the entire world, too, is
located in that region of Iran’s

Plateau. Shushtar Water Constructs,
which were once described by the
eminent French archeologist, Madam
Jone Dieulafoy, as the “largest
industrial complex before the industrial
world being born®, is another
masterpiece of the anclent lranian
ancestors in engineering and
architecture that reminds the rest of
the world about the long-standing
time-honored civillzation found in
this region of iran.

Archeological ruins verity the entire
province of Khuzestan to be home to
tha Elamite chvlization, a non-Semitic,
and nen-indo-European-speaking
kingdom, and “the earfiest civilization

UZESTAN

of Persia”. The name Khuzestan Is
derived from the Elamite (Ovja),
likely pronounced fxuaf, later
Middle Persion HOzlg, Arabic
al-Xazlya. In fact, in the words of
Elton L Daniel, the Elamites were
‘the founders of the first ranian’
empire in the geographic sense,”
Hence the central geopolitical
significonce of Khuzestan, the seat
of Iran’s first empire
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HOGHA

The ziggurat is considered to be the best-preserved example of
the stepped pyramidal monument by UNESCO. In 1979, Chogha
Zanbil became the first Iranian site to be inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List.




The Inhabitants of this part of Iran are among the friendliest and most hospital iranians and their
bold sense of hospitality ond welcoming ottitude is one of their most characterizing traits.
Potlence and endurance are some other essentiol characteristics of the inhabitants of this reglon.
Enduring eight years of o war waged against Iran by Irag ond living in o weather whose
temperature sometimes exceeds 55 degrees of centigrade during the warmer periods of the
year, are all evidence exemplar enough to testify for the extent of the patience of these people.




KHUZESTAN IN LITERATURE

Khuzestan has long been the subject of many writers ond poets of Persio, baonking on its ample sugar
production to use the term as allegary for sweetness. Some popular verses are:

Khuzestan ig the land of peaceful
co-gxistence for many an Iranian
tribe. Arab, Lor, Fars, Khowzi, Turk,
and Kurd tribes shape up the
limited population of this region
and this fact itself hos brought

ETHNIC
IN KHU

about culturally singled out
landscape and picturesque for those
interested in folkloric culture. The
hospitality and coffee-serving ritual
in Mozif is considered as the best
cultural attraction In entire Khuzestan.

DIVERSITY
ZESTAN

Moraover, holding Sa‘ibin-eh
Mandani ritualistic ceremony on
Karoun River's bank is one of those
unique attroctions that can only be
found and witnessed in this part of
Iran.

o e 5“": .
S 4 =0T
hf}‘- "Her lips aflow with sweet sugar, *T S :
ﬁﬁ The sweet sugar that aflows in Khuzestan.” % 7
Nizami "
,2 *II I-u"_ l;"':

Your sweet lips like the sugar of Khuzestan.”
Nizari Qohistani

"So Sam hath not need ride afar
from Ahvaz up to Qandehar.”

Ferdosi

"Your graceful figure like the cypress in Kashmar,




Mozif is an arched shaped
structure made entirely out of
bamboo sticks. An always odd
number of columns holds the
rcoftop and a doorway with no
deors facing the gibla (Mecca)
marks the entrance. The doorwoy
Is dellberately designed smaller
50 that guests would be required
to bow to enter which would oblige
tham to honor those insides. Once
in, guests are confronted with o
huge reom fully coverad in Persian

carpets and adorned with colorful
cushions. Tea is being brewed in o
small fireplace right in the middle
of the room and the wafting
aroma of bitter coffes seduces
guests Just oas they arrive.
Mozif literally means a place of
celebration. They were built on
roads and had a similar usage toa
caravanseral. Travelers or guests
would take refuge here and the
holiness of the Mozif compels the
host to shelter and feed them

without osking anything in return
for at least 3 days. Special tea and
coffes ceremonies ara haeld every
20 minutes.

But Mozif is not only about finding
shelter and sipping on tea, many
would come here to have their
problemns solved by the elder host,
evan if it was a cose os personal
as divorce. No matter the lssue,
both sides concerned were to
compensate by all means and
leave the Mozif as friends.
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HOSPITALITY

Strong blood relation which is one of the peculiarities of Arab society, results in cooperation between Arabs in
hardships as well as the intensification of internecine between tribes. Iranian Arabs are well known for
hospitality too.

The specific dialect spoken in Ahwaz is a variety of Gelet, a subgroup of Mesopotamian Arabic, which shares
strong similarities with the Arabic diolects spoken in southern Iraq ond contains pre-islamic Mesopotamian
influences,

Poetry is an integral part of Ahwazi Arabic music ond culture. The Alwaniyah music style, for example, is one
type that embodies traditional poetic styles. Emerging towards the end of the 1950s, it is named after the
renowned Ahwazi Arab singer Alwon al Showayao, who was the first person to sing in the style. Alwoniyah music
is distinctive in its use of heroic poems, with themes of courage, hospitality and bravery. Today, Alwaniyah has
transcended borders and been adopted by singers in Irog.
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Iranian Azerbaijon includes three
northwestern Iranian provinces: West
Azerbaljan, East Azerbaijan and Ardabil.
Some authors also include Zanjan
in this list, some in a geographical
sense, others only culturally (due to
the predominance of the Azeri Turkic
population there). The region is
mostly populated by Azerbaijanis,
with minority populations of Kurds,
Armenians, Tats, Talysh, Assyrians
and Persians.

The name Azerbaijan itself is derived
from Atropates, the Persian Satrap
{governor) of Medea in the Achaermenid
empire, who ruled a region found
in modern Iranian Azerbaijan called
Atropatene. Atropates’s name is believed
to be derived from the Old Persian
roots meaning “protected by fire.
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—AZERBALJAN OCCUPATION

The Russion (Tsarist) urmr o d

1809 and again in 1914-1812 and i'ﬂﬁi—

1916~1914 and 1919-1518; Bolshevik tnmngmpf-d Iranfon Azerboljon and other

perts of iran in 1921-1920, and Soviet forcesoccupled Ironion Azerbaljon in 1941, l:l'l-ulinga vary
short-lived autonomous, Soviet-supported state irom November 1845 to November 1948 which woe”
dissolved after the reunlfication of Iranion Azerboljan withiran In Novemnber of the same year. The pariod

roughly from the lost major Russo-Persian War up to this daote s so-called the period of high Russian
influences in lrai. All of Northern Iran, including irankan A...thqm Gilan, uu:nmrun,qnnimqnﬂmm
places all the way up to lsfahan fell into the Russion sphere of influsnce, Russian armies H‘H‘fiﬂﬂmlﬁm
regions of lranian Azerboijon, Russion schools were lounded, and many Russions settied in the region, but less
than in Gilan and Mozandaran, Alse, Arerbaijan sow the lorge inflin of the so-calied White émigrées whbfhdh
iran following the Bolshevik revolution in Russia, Ironion nationafism s the product of
Intellectunls. Azerbaljanl provinces have ployed o major in the cultural ond Mumm'lic I[I‘u of iron in

Pahlavl era os well as the Ironlan Constitutional and izlamic revolutlon: . b ’
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The exact date of construction of Soint Steponos Monastery I not known but based on the special ornate ond architectural style the
experts attribute it to the tenth to the twelfth century. The historical ond artistic importance of this bullding has led to the reglstration
of Salnt Steponos Monastery, os cne of the three major churches of iran, In the World Heritoge List of UNESCO.

Salnt Steponos Monostery has three maoln sections. Firset, it Is the chapel thot e located under the high dome. The oltar and the
praying hall are positioned In this section. Mural paintings of the saints and angels hove beautifully decorated the walls of this
section

Another section of Salnt Stepanas Monastery is colled Ojogh-e Danlal, It is for accommeodating travelers and also used as the
gqih'ring hall for hr.sll;ll'ng ceremonies such as bupl:ism..
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Tebalz historical bazaar, with an ared of about one square kilomatar, is the lorgest traditional indoor market in the worlkd, The unique
maorket architectures style, shop dasigns, number of possoges, coravonserals, corridors, o8 well os varied types ol professions,
having a large number of historical schools and mosgques within, hawve oll mode Tabriz hstoricol bozoor, on excellent Instonce of
orlental trode and commaercial life style.
This bazaar complex is one of the most important commerciol centers on the Silk Rood. A bazaor hos existed on the same site since
thir garly periods of ranian urbanism following Istam. The boroar was mentioned by the Venetion troveler Marco Polo, who claimed
to have possed Ihr\uugh it while inurrlm_,ling on the Silk Road. It is worth rmll'.l!'n:muii'\gI thot by virlue of the position of Tobriz :il]r on tha
5ilk Road and the doily possoge of thousands of coravans from different Asian, Africon, ond European countries in the past, Tabriz
bozaor hod achleved a great reputotion and prosperity.
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MEHR TEMPL
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The Mithralsm which was a part of the lranlan anclent culture and religion during the Arsocid Dynosty (248 BOE-224 CE) hod bean
expanded and so far, many temples have been found in iran and of course in Eost Azerbaljon, Mehr Templs in Maragheh is one of
those temples that hos a leng history. Marogheh |s one of the most anclent cities in Iran thot its suburbs in the past hod several
temples refated to Mithraism, The undarground Mehr Temple is locoted in the Verjuy Village, and the adherent of Mithraism
ereated the temple by cutting a huege schist stons on the ground. When you enter the temple, there is on underground hall with o
crescent-shaped celling at the beginning of the cove. There are o number of holes which are connected to underground with a
doma-Hke roof, These holes were mods to bet the light in. There are Gur'anic inscriptions on the wall ond entrance written in Naskh
script. Unfortunately, some of these Inscriptions were destroyed over the possing of time. There is o plotform with two steps ot the
end of tha makn hall that reaches o small wooden door. Thera is a clrcwlar hall as high ag 6 meters Inside the temple which s mode
af stone and conslsts of beautiful vaull rowe that go around the wall, According to Cultural Heritage, Hondicratts and Towrlsm
Department of Maragheh, the temple was a place for worshiping the sun and a place lor holding eeremonies belore the arrival af
Islam, but after that, it was used as o mosque. The most important port of the temple was its Mehrab I:A.Ih:ur} which wos located ot
the end of the hall and it was considered as o window opening to God and the reality of this world. There iz olso a narrow hall
between altar and the entrance.
There is also o cematary in the historicol orea of this Temple which belongs to
the lron Age. Until this day, the archeclogists consider Mehr Temple to belong to the Parthlon period, One of the reascns behind the
exfstence of several temples In the Parthion perlod hos been religlous tolerance and refusing to choose one single radigion by the
government, which reveals the high insight of thess rulers.



The Chopel of Chupan iz o small, historic Armenion church bullding In o mountain valley west of Jolla near the Aras River in Bost
Azerbaijan Province, iran. it waos bullt in the 16th century and rebullt in 1836. it Is part of iran’s "Armenion Monastic Ensemble” UNESCO
World Herltage site listing. According to the documents avallable in the past, it was built by shepherds, and that is why they nomed
It as “The Chapel of Chupan®,
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Qara Kelisa, also known os the St Thoddeus Church, In Chaldoran County, northwestern Iran iz one of the oldest and most
notable surviving Christian monuments of iran that carrles great significance for the country’s Armenian Orthodox community.
Arrmenians hold that Qara Kelisa i the world's first chureh ond was constructed in 68 BC by one of the aposties of Jesus, Salnt
Thoddeus, who traveled to Armenia, then part of the Persian Empire, to preach the teachings of Christ. The church is composed
of two parts: 0 block structure, the originol building of the church from which it tokes its nome and o white structure, the main
church, which was aodded to the original building's western wing in 1810 CE.
An ancient chapel two kilometers northwest of the church is said to hove been the place where the first Christion womaon,
Sandokh, wos martyred. The chopel s belleved to be os old o8 Qaro Kellzsa, The structure wos inscribed olong with two other
monastic ensembles of the Armenlan Christion faith nomely St. Stepanos and the Chopal of Dzordzor.
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setting, are the remains of an exceptional ensemble of royal architecture of
Persia’s Sasanion dynasty (3rd to Tth centuries). integrated with the palatial
architecturs is an outstanding example of Zoroastrion sonctuary; this
composition at Takht-e Soleyman con be considered on Important prototype.
Takht-e@ Soleyman was the principal sonctuary and foremost site of
Zoreostrianism, the Sasanian state religion. This early monotheistic falth has
hod an important influence on lslam and Christianity; likewlze, the deslgns of
the fire terple and the royal paloce, and the site’s general layout, had o
strong Influence on the development of religious architecture in the lzlamic
period, and became g major architectural relerence for other cultures in both
the East ond the Wast. The site olso has maony important symbolic
relationships, being ossocioted with beliefs much older thon Zoroastrianism

as wall as with significant biblical figures and legends.
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on o remote ploin surrounded by mountains in northwestern lran's West Azsrbaijan
=~ province. The site hos strong symbolic and spirftual significonce rofoted to fire ond woter
= the principal reason for its cccupotion from anclent times - and stands oz an
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OBSERVATORY

Marogheh observatory (Persian: iilu. 4 s ..a,) wos on ostronomical observatory estoblished in 1258 CE under the
patronage of the likhanld Hulogu and the directorship of Nosir ol-Din al-Tusl, o Persion sclentist and astronomer.
Located in the helghts west of Marogheh, which ls today sltuated in the Eost Azerbaljon Province of fran, It wos once
considered “the most advanced sclentlfic institution in the Eurasian world”.

Astronomers who worked at the observatory:

thare are many astronomaers who worked in this observatory. These scientists hod o significant role in writing books
and findings many scientific features and inventions by working on this observatory like: Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, Muhyl
al-Dfn ol-Moghribl, Shoms al-Din MuBommad ol-Wabkanowi, Quitb ol-Din al-5hirazi, Najm ol-DTn al-Qarwinl
al-Katiol, Mu'oyyld ol-Din ol-"Urdl
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Every year the Bodorok religious
ceramony iz scheduled to tloke place on
July 27- 26 in the Gara Kellsa and
pilgrims from various countries take
part in the event. During the ceremony
foreign visitors and pilgrims can see
Armenions” freedom of oction in deing
religious proctices ond share that
exparience with forsigners around the
world. Religious pecple and strong
baligvers who hove taken a vow, do thelr
prayer from the sarly sunsise attending
the church individually, lighting candlaes,
stretching their hands In sincere wishes,
kissing the church threshold, ond in

i

BADARAK

wnoaies reecoon IN |RAN

sorme coses toking sanctuory. In
general, the religious rites of Armenlans
consist of five prayers in eoch al which
one may take part optionally. During
these days some of the pilgrims whose
needs have been gronted by God, os o
tradition buy o sheep and sloughter or
have it sloughtered by the Inhabltants
of Qora Kelisa villoge during the
plgrimoge days. It is Interesting to know
that the Armenion youth purchase
omamantal items such as brocelats,
earrings oand neckloces from the
temporary local stands and take them
to the postor for blessing ond some

others attend this ploce for baptizing thedr
children by the clergymen, This is a very
sultable way to combatl the enemies
anti-iran  propagonda regording ethnic
minarities’ freedom in perdforming their
rituals. Holding the aonnual ceremony ks
not only indicative of different refigions
and ethnic groups’ peaceful Kfe, it clso
demonstrates peace and friendship in
Iran. Participation of increasing numbes of
Armanians in the cersmony is o tongible
example which indicates nan is a country
of tranguility, security, and supporter of
hurman rights,
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The Mithraism which was o part of the
ranian anclent culture and religlon
during the Arsocid Oynosty (248
BCE-224 CE) hod been expanded and so
far, many temples have been found in
wan and of course n East Arerbaijon.
Mehr Temple in Maragheh ls one of
those temples that has a long history.
Maragheh is one of the most ancient
cities in Iran that its suburbs in the past
hod several temples robted to
Mithrolam. The underground Maehr
Templa s located In the Verjuy Village,
and the aodherent of Mithralem created
the temple by cutting a huge schist
stone on the ground. When you enter the
tornple, there is on underground hall
with @ crescent-shaped ceiling ot the
beginning of the cove. There ore a

number of holes which are connected to
undenground with o dome-like roof,
These holes were made to let the Rght in,
Thera are Qurankc inscriptions on the
wall and entrance written In Noaskh
script.  Unfortunately, some of these
Inscriptions were destroyed owver the
possing of time, There is o platform with
two steps ot the end of the main hall
thot reoches o small wooden door,
There 18 o circular hall as high os &
matars inslde the temple which is made
of stone ond conalets of beautiful vault
rows that go around the wall. According
to Cultural Herltoge, Handicrafts and
Tourism Departmaent of Maoragheh, the
temple was o place for worshiping the
sun and o place for holding ceremonies
batore the arrival of islam, but after that,

It was uvsed as o mosque. The most
Important part of the temple was fits
Mehrob (Altar) which was located at the
end of the hall and it wos considered os
o window opening to God and the reallty
of this world. There iz also a narrow hall
betwesn oltar ond the antronce.
There is also a cemetery in the historical
arga of this Templa which belongs to the
Irof  Age. Until  this day, the
archeclogists consider Mahr Tempile to
balang to the Parthion peried. One of the
reasons behind the existence of several
temples in the Parthion perlod has been
religious tolerance and refusing to
choose one single religion by the
government, which reveals the high
insight of thasa rulers.
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(NANEH MARYAM)

St. Mary Church (Also known as Naneh Maryam Church) is an ancient Assyrian
chureh located in the city of Urmia (Orumieh). it is considered by same historians
to be the second obdest church In Christendom after the Church of tha Nativity in
Bathlefvermn in the Wast Bank, it suffices to say that it was built on the tomb of three
magi who passed here on thelr way to Bethlehem. This ancient church, which its
existence s directly merged with moagl men, those who ware mentioned in the
holy book, in Assyrian longuoge are called "Mort Maoryam © or * Mat Maryam * Or
salnt "Erra’, occording to different stories , ot least one out the three mentioned
rmen are burled here in the basermant of this church in the world, since the church
which wos bullt upon Jesus birthploce in Bethlehem ks the first and Saint Mary's
churth was arected at the same time,
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Mirza Jobbar Asgorradeh (often known
as Jobbar ﬂughchnbun} was borm on
1885 in Yerevan , capital of Armenia and
died on 15th of Hovember 1966, his
grondiother was from Tabriz or Urmia,
Baghchebon is the fother of the lote

HCHEBAN

Baghchebonhe estoblished the first
Iranion i:lru:l[lg:urtnﬂ for the deal, ha
wos the inventor of Persion language
cued speech and s also the author ond
publisher of children's books In lIran. He
iranlon composer Samin founded a

\

school for the deal in 1924, located naot
to his tirvdvrgurlgn. in 1928 he wroke the
first iranign children’s book in Persian.
The book was called baba borfi {4, L)
which means 'snow father” in Persian,
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RUSHDIEH

Mirzo Hazsan Tabrizi (1851 Tabriz - 1944 GQom]), known a3 Rushdiyeh, wos one
of the ploneers of lran's cultural movemant in the previous century. He wos
the first lounder of new schoots In Tabriz and Tehran, he haz been colled the
father of ran’s new cultura,

Hajl Mirza Hasan Rushdiyeh, with the advice of his father, who was a cleric,
decided that instead of going to Najal and studying there, goes to lstanbul,
Egypt, and Balrut and learn the new methods of teaching. He want to Babrut, .
whate ha leamed the new style of teaching the alphobet and new sublects
such ag arithmetic, geometry, history, ond geography.
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MOHAMMAD-HOSSEIN

SHAHRIAR

Seyyed Mehommod Hossein Behjot Tabrizl, surnomed shahriar, wos born in tabriz, He spend his childhood in the villoge of Qoyshog.
Shahryar's love for inan |s widely reflected in his posms, such as the poam of Persepolis or Ferdowsls pralse.

Many of his poams in persion and Arerbaijani Turkish ane among the lasting works of these longuoges. The Holdarbalsa Sakam poem,
compiled in the year 5-4, is considered one of the most impartant literary works of Amerbaijoni turkish language. In addition to bieng
o master of postry. he wos also 0 master of tri-siring. Shohsior in his three-volume court, rederring o Azerbaljon os the crigin of the
prophet zamathusira, points to the anpan odgin of the people in this reglon and warns against the dissemination of divishes words that
smsdl threatening and disintegrating frem them:

You have sxpressed your heartoche with your heart language, but wha is the heant of the heart to be familiar with that longuoge But
that mode enemies, did not make marjan irlend from knon the victim of the enemy .

¥ou ane the himeland of zoreastralnism and your childnen ane poor lron and the pure aryan roce The difterence of nationality occent
should not, however, be reminiscent of a nation with a lesser language.
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ARVIN
TESAM

Rakhshandeh E'tesami, popularly known os Parvin Etesami, one of the most fomous contemporary iranian posts, who has been
described os “the most farmous female poet of Iran was born in the city of Tabriz on March 1208 17 CE. Her father was one of the
most formous sclentists, orators, and tronsiators of his time from whom shae learned Persion and Arabic literature,

&ha began to show her talent in poetry by compesing o number of poems when she was only 7 years old. Parvin E'tesami’s poems
are mostly obout social Isswes, oppression, mass poverty, which have been presented In the form of advice and storles, especially

In the form of debates.
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SOLTANIY

The biggest brick dome in the world is
locoted In Soltanbeh city, Zonjan
province. Gonbod & Scltonleh Iz the
Third biggest dome in the workd. It was
bauilt in 12-1302, The city of Soltanish was
the copital of Persion’s likhanid dynosty
and the king Mohommod Khodabandeh
{Cljaytu). He decided to bulld this
bublding o8 o new shrlne for imam Al but
he was not permitted to transfer the

body. Oljoytu died 2 yeorz after the
occomplizhment of the bullding and
was buried there. His mousoleum s
odded to UNESCO World Heritoge Site
List, its great architecture, design, using
natural elements and material and the
fact that it is still firm after 700 years
attract every visitor.

the dome has 50 mt high covered by
shiny blue the, and the bullding ls made

by bricks. This Iz the firet dome In Iran
that = double-shelled. It hos 160 cm
thickness. there is an emply space in 60
cm betwesn bwo domes. the free spoce
between the domes reduces the
daomoge of proboble eorth quick, The
dome covers on octogonal room and
eight walis with o width of 786 mt
transfer the 200 tons weight of the
dome.
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YAHYA IBN HABASH
SUHRAWARDI

PERSIAN PHILOSOPHER

Born In the northwestern ranion village of Suhroward around 1154, he pursued his education In nearby Maroghah with Majd al-Din
al-Jili, sne of the leashers aof Fakhr al-Din al-Raxi (d.1210). Suhrawardi uses pre-1slamie iranlan gnosis, synthesizdng it with Greek and
Islamic wisdom., The main influsnce from pre-Islamic Inanian !hnughl on Subrawardl is in the realm ol angnl.olog-p and t,u:rnu&ng'.-. Hi
balieved that the ancient Persions’ wisdom was shared b]r Groek philosophers such os Plato os well os by the Eg',-pliun Hermes and
censidered his philosophy of illumination a rediscovery of this ancient wisdem. Accerding to Nasr, Subrowordi provides on important
link betwesn the thought of pre-islomic and post-islamic Iron ond o harmonious synthesis batwean the two. And Henry Corbin stotes:
“In northwestarn Iran, Schrovardl (d. 1191) carried out the great project of reviving the wisdom or theosophy of anclent pre-islamic
Zoroastrian lran, e
Suhrowaordl provides an originol Platonle eritique of the dominant Avicenn,
Peripateticlem of the time in the fields of logie, physics, eplstemol

paychology, and metaphysics. in 5o deing. he elaborates his own .;\l-*_
eplstermological (legic and psychology) and metaphysical I:nntm:}gy H '_.‘:-

and cusmnlvug',-} ishragi notions, concepts and theories, He divided
legic inta three- ports, rejecting Avicenna's Peripotetic essentialist
dafinition, and reducing the number of forms of the syllogism. In
physics, he refected Avicenna’s hylomonphism, while bodies
becamea maognitude with occldents,

Hlz new eplsternciogical perspective led him o critique the
Avicennan Peripatetic theory ol definition, to Introduce a
theory of "Prm:un!in.l' knnwlldgn ['r'nirrqung rn]rslicul
intuition), to eloborate a complex antalogy of lights,
and to odd a fourth ontological “world of Imoges’
whara imagination plays on innovative escholologicol
function, expanding on insightiul allusions mode by
Avicenna,

Sayyed Mohommaod Hossein Bahjot Tabelzi
popularly known as Shahrhyar and the renowned
Iranian poat who composed poems in Persian and
Arar Iunguﬂgﬂ. was born in tha suburban areas of
the city of Tobrlz on 21 March 1804 CE.

Shohriyar's fome hos crossed the internal borders
of our country, lron, ond he iz now a'known
persenality In most countries of the world such that
now, [n addition to ran, some streats, theaters, porks,
and other public ploces are named alter Shahriyar in
the Transcauvcasio and Central Asia. Shahrior wrate in
both Azerboljoni ond Persian, His most important wnerh.\
‘Heydar Baboyo Salam’ Is considerad to be the pinnachs in
Arerbaijoni literature which gained great popularity in the
Turkic world ond was translated to maore than 30 longuoges
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THISART IS

BANNED!

Iranian carpet art nowadays is limited by cruel and anti-human rights sanctions.
But the boycotters don't know that art can never be boycotted.
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