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Hamid Hashamdar: An important part of the grandeur,
fascination and great cultural power of Iranian civilization
is due to the vast diversity of identities that it encompass-
es and has preserved it to this day. Part of this diversity and
power is because of the various common languages across
cultural Iran, which is far beyond the political boundaries of
today’s Iran. It is the obvious duty of government agencies,
academics, elites, civil society activists and the people, be-
sides protecting the Persian language as the national lan-
guage uniting all Iranians, to work diligently to preserve and
protect all existing languages; rather than judge in a one-di-
mensional, narrow-minded way. Linguistic justice in relation
to languages is the same as what was mentioned in the au-
thor’s optimism. The status of existing languages should
be upheld and promoted within cultural boundaries.
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Seyed Javad Tabatabaei: Persian language is one of the
oldest and most stable languages that has become the cul-
tural language of all Iranians. Persian, in all three stages of its
historical transformation, has been the “national” language of
Iranians, yet it has never become the national language to the
detriment of other local languages, since, for example, both
the Kurdish Shahnameh and Shahriar’s Heydar Babaya Salam
exist. In Iran, throughout historical periods, only one language
has managed to become the standard scientific and cultural
language, but all other languages, based on their potential,
have developed their own particular literature. All these lan-
guages and their literatures are forms of the great Iranian
languages and culture, and of course we should try to pre-
serve them, but we should not fantasize about them.
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Linguistic diversity in a small
world called Iran
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Since the beginning of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the em-
phasis on the diverse reality of Iranian identity, as well as
support for this diversity, including languages and the moth-
er tongues, has been one of the most sensitive issues for the
political system in a way that Article 19 of Chapter Il of the
Constitution has been devoted to this issue: “The people of
Iran enjoy equal rights, regardless of the tribe or ethnic group
to which they belong. Color, race, language, and other such
considerations shall not be grounds for special privileges.” In
recent years, two notable steps have been taken by the gov-
ernment to support mother tongues. First, in Sanandaj Univer-
sity, Kurdistan Province, the Kurdish language and literature
academic course was created. Also, since the beginning of the
new academic year, teaching Azeri Turkish language has been
started in schools of East Azerbaijan, West Azerbaijan, Zanjan,
Ardebil and Qazvin provinces. The same thing is expected to
occur in the near future for other common languages in Iran
such as Baluchi, etc.

Sl ey alas
A oS ool e
WY sl Jold
9 S S 5 g o
CoH= W*’l)) 453l
&S Sy G 250
5 os=SL YAy
el & e 05J u.:‘)
azg5 b ailosgy O yo
5 ol cnl am 6505
6ol ol 3l cale
Lsly pae 50 .05l
Sy G Ego
plo gl s b
(Sl G

Cl bd; e

2 5l S b e gl b aslilad

Ol 50 &8 Censl (g el 0dazin 9 ot Yl
g,y ollel g asalas ( Jolss Lol s
UL“) PFas yo el oals JS_M: 3] @‘9?
&g 9 ()L Lo by il lae
9 S 3y9—0 ;0 Lol 805 0929 ol> glox]
0929 (5 kaS JSdiee Ly Lo Ly (gaipaiwd
o el ool sl plolid ol 5
bl (bl M«UJ:@I A iz )
sl s syl 5 gLl golos sl l -
._\Jloo}SM

S 5 a5 G iy S e 4 Ol
B e o (=l cdge Jds a8
Ol (b pas sl L2558 5 p5ae g Layaes
o)lw @'fl (el 0)g> 50w |c.>5g JLM:
e s hasS 5 ool 5l g0k Sl S
el adl ol 4y Koo gl 5l L g ool 094
935l gl Ol (i glaplyy ST
degeze | (Lol la L ) (o505 (S5 0L
@ b Job )3 &5 ol (Dbl g wam gl s
G W.ny 9 Al ﬁuLA—AAJlJ 6>U)L: )99 dws
PES ) oo 4 39> @L.J' 6Lmub) ol 00l
0590 dus Jg.]a BN Ll A;HGA M).ixo GL&'
Pl g ol «2lgl b 4w (bl (06
2o 0y gl Seles Lo e (659)
rlo Comsi & 55 @l slagl; bl ol
Slesgs Syl bl

Pl S slass Sl slog by ole 5
Wlasd) G 5 S A b g hendl 093 (S e
g el (S Sl pols Cws g3 aS
(Gl ol Lesly e 5o il (e
Bl g 5 I alians 1 06 e Siine
by 2 aS el QT Loyl glgsl Laa> Coanl
395 ;3 0, 3 g ils colpol (o)l 5l Sy
Ol g K plas o 18y Cows L aS s)ls
odigy 50 -39 g0 fiyedd Slryo &y ply (geges




WA 5L - go0)leds | dod (gl gebo doliliad

295 5w B olT g soked 31 98w (5 9 99 39 Ao ol Cugd W gd

Sl 00y M J.?oo)iao g;"‘”‘bsf ) )Ls.u)
3k oS5 Crl S ()8 93 (g9 00 5]
el o0is

9 (Sl (21555505 Gl (gele s
= Sl ailrals (9SS plgdl (e I
5 oL ye o5y 51l ity Lo 590
08 9%l (Fyele yae (Dl G Ny
9MA)|)L§9)L» Q5)‘>)l a4 Cowl u}i._w
ras Sbpw-goli (858 e 5 0
sl ool e JUEDH g0 40 loles
Sl $5555 gy St 5l Al
Sl iS5 3 gyl il (glee -
20 69 oLl gl ol (b .ol
e

Farhang Jahanbakhsh: The two mechanisms of “Ara-
maic and Pahlavi language and thought” (ancient Per-
sian) have caused considerable development in Latin,
Pahlavi and Aramaic languages as they have moved on
from early human history to the Parthian and Roman
eras; the Middle Eastern identity-linguistic mechanisms
in this historical period of the world are revealed through
the linguistic-neurological analysis of Aramaic and Pahl-
avi languages. An evolutionary-Darwinian change in lan-
guage and thought which led to the genesis of the two
primary languages of thought spoken by Middle Eastern
people, namely, Persian and Arabic.
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Adel Mohammadi:

Linguistic diversity
tells us not to think in a one-dimensional and
monolingual way and accept that the lan-
guage community is not homogeneous, but
that all the world’s linguistic communities are
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multilingual, and these languages are equally
valuable. Fortunately, those who speak and
write against linguistic diversity are ignorant
of the theories and domains of linguistics or,
if they are active in this field, they do not have
a profound knowledge and consider linguis-

tic issues superficially.
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Persian language: Iranian Persian speakers have a popula-
tion of several tens of millions, scattered in central, north-
ern, southern and northeastern Iran, and most of Iran’s major
cities such as Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz, Khorasan, Yazd, Semnan,
Kerman, and almost all the inhabitants of the central provinc-
es and cities in the Central Plateau of Iran, except for parts of
the border strip and marginal provinces, speak new Persian
following Reza Shah Pahlavi’s nationalist policies and modern-
ization. The influence of this language on the periphery of Iran
is also evident; regardless of Afghanistan and Tajikistan, which
are also Persian-speaking, in Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, Turkmen-
istan, Azerbaijan, and parts of the Persian Gulf sheikhdoms,
however limited, this language is spoken and used. According
to some statistics, about 120 million people are now either Per-
sian-speaking or use Persian in conversation with one another
or have sufficient or at least partial fluency in this language.
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Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi: | have repeatedly said and
written in various ways that our country, Iran, among its
sublime and more or less unique features, is also the para-
dise of historical linguists. Perhaps no country in the world
can be found to have as many diverse languages and dia-
lects as Iran. You sometimes see two neighboring villages,
using two different dialects. Therefore, vernacular dialects
and languages have had a special place in understanding
Iranian history and culture. When we study a word in one
of these local dialects and languages, we find out its back-
ground, excuse it, and through exploring that word, we
discover aspects of Iranian history and culture.
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Kurdish language: Kurdish is part of the Indo-Euro-

pean family of languages. With its many dialects, it is
a member of the northeast branch of this family in the
Indo-Iranian languages and is one of the northwestern
languages of the Iranian languages (Avestan, Kurdish,
Persian, Baluchi, Tajik, and Pashto). The Kurdish lan-
guage, with about 30 to 40 million speakers in Iran, Iraq,

Turkey, Syria, Armenia, Azerbaijan and several former
Soviet countries, is one of the most active and vibrant
Indo-European languages with four major subdivi-
sions including Northern Kurdish or Kurmaniji (Badini,
Bayazidi, Shakaki, Butani, etc.), Central or Sorani Kurd-
ish (Mokryani, Ardalani, and Jafi), Southern Kurdish
(Kalhori, Laki and Ilami), Zazaki-Gorani and Hawrami.
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Yadegar Karimi: | consider the future of the Kurd-
ish language in Iran to be very bright, and given
the authorities’ recognition of the fact that Iranian
languages hold a mirror to Iranian collective identity,
the prospect is promising. Kurdistan University as the
only academic platform views preserving the Kurdish
language from an academic viewpoint and in cooper-

ation with the Department of Kurdish Language and
Literature, the Kurdistan Studies Research Center of
the University of Kurdistan also plays an active role in
providing cultural packages even for the neighboring
countries by offering research and educational packag-
es through publishing books and journals and holding
meetings and conferences.
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Arabic language: Professor Dariush Ashoori states: “Per- 6‘)-.' it QL.’}
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give-and-take with one another, as they have had, )

and must borrow many words from one another, as they ‘_gal);,‘ ol 09—

have done in the past” Geography of the Arabic language in [EAgu—— GO A

Iran: Geography of speakers of this language in Iran encom-
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Balochi language: Balochi is another Indo-European language and is a subdivision of Iranian languages. It is mostly spoken by Baloch speakers
in Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the surrounding areas of Baloch people. Balochi language is closely related to Kurdish, Gilaki, Tati and Talysh
languages. Historically, it is most closely related to Middle Persian and Parthian Pahlavi, and also closely associated with the two major Kurdish
dialects of Hawrami and Zazaki. It is even close to other major Kurdish dialects such as Sorani and Kurmanji. The Balochi dialects themselves are

divided into several major groups: Eastern, Western (Rakhshani), Central (Sarhadi), and Southern (Makrani). Balochi also has many accents,
and due to its vocabulary and pronunciation, it retains many of the characteristics of ancient Persian languages of Sassanid and Parthian times.
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Turkish language: Turkish itself is a family of thirty five languages that is one of the main subdivisions of the Altaic lan-
guages. In the past linguistic classifications, the Altaic languages are divided into three main groups: Turkic, Mongolic,
and Tungusic languages. Turkic languages are spoken in a wide region from North Asia, North and West China to West Asia,

Central Asia, Eastern Europe, Northern parts of the Middle East and the Mediterranean coast. These languages cover a wide
population of at least 170 million speakers around the world, with the largest number being Istanbul Turkish speakers,
approximately 15% of all Turkish speakers. Turkish languages in different regions of Iran include a variety of dialects and
ethnicities, ranging from several thousand Khalaj to several million Azeri Turkish speakers.
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Leila Derakhsh: For a number of valid reasons, the languages of the Iranian people are
fertile and can be studied and taught independently. First, both Azerbaijani Turkish and
Kurdish, with slight differences in the etymology and vocabulary, are the official languages of
different peoples of other lands, and this is a testament to the vitality of these languages, since
the number of speakers of a language is one of the important criteria for the vitality of that
language. Second, these languages are rooted in Iranian national culture, whether lullabies or

songs sung accompanied by local music, or remaining myths and epics, without exception have
a national identity, and preserving and acknowledging them provides the opportunity for the
official national language to better detect and understand archetypal typologies. Evidently, un-
derstanding this age-old phenomenon is understanding the rich national identity. Third, these
languages, as any other living language, can easily exchange vocabulary and structure with
the official national language, and this can help produce words with the same etymology.
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Tati language: Tati language is one of the Indo-European languages and is considered one of the subdivisions of the Iranian lan
guages. The dialects of this language were once widespread from Azerbaijan to North Khorasan, but over centuries, parts of
northwestern Iran became Turkish and Kurdish-speaking and only islands of Tati dialects in the region remained. Tati is related to
Persian, Taleshi, Kurdish, Gilaki, Mazandarani, Balochi and Avestan languages. Some prominent Orientalists consider Tati, along
with Taleshi and Mazandarani, Gilaki and Kurdish, as descendants of the ancient Medes language.
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Lurilanguage: Luriis amember of the Indo-European languages and is one of the Iranian languages.
Traditional linguists have sometimes considered it a dialect of Pahlavi or Middle Persian. However,
in modern linguistic studies, due to the specific similarities and affinities, Luri is classified as one
of the main languages in the Kurdish language subcategory. Professor Dehkhoda, in his diction-
ary, not only linguistically but also ethnically-racially, identifies the Lurs as one of the main Kurdish
groups: “A group of Kurds live in the mountainous regions between Isfahan and Khuzestan and
these regions are known as Lor lands, Lorestan, and Lur.” Dr. Parviz Natel-Khanlari also introduces
Luri and Bakhtiari dialects as close to the Kurdish language and related to this language.




Mazandarani language:
Mazandarani language is one
of the Indo-European languag-
es and is a branch of Caspian
area lIranian languages. Due to
proximity to Gilaki and Tati, this
language is very similar to these
two languages, and has a variety
of accents. As to its background,
this language is related to Parthi-
an Pahlavi language. Mazandara-
ni language is also called Tabari
or Mazani. From a historical
perspective, along with Gilaki,
it is the second language of the
Zaidiyyah sect, which at a point
was a prominent religion in
Iran and some parts of Islamic
states. Apart from Mazandaran
province where this language is
primarily used, speakers of this
language are scattered in parts
of Semnan, Golestan, Tehran,
and Alborz provinces.

Armenian language:

Armenian is a branch of In-
do-European languages and
most of its speakers are in the
Caucasus region, especially in
Armenia, Artsakh, as well as
other countries where Armeni-
ans are scattered and speak this
language. Given the historical
and geographical affinities be-
tween Iranians and Armenians,
there are also some linguistic
links between the Armenian lan-
guage and the Iranian languages,
including some Pahlavi words
that have been preserved in the
Armenian language to the pres-
ent day. Most Armenians living
in Iran are in the cities of Tehran,
Tabriz, Shiraz and Isfahan.
Syriac language:

Some lIranian Christians, apart
from Armenian, speak the Syriac
language, which is a subcategory
of Aramaic and a subdivisions
of Semitic languages. Among
most of the Assyrian population
of Iran, this language is still pre-
served, and majority of the As-
syrians in the Middle East also
speak it.

Georgian language:

Georgian is one of the oldest
languages in the world and most
of the Georgian people speak it.
It is a Caucasian language and
belongs to the family of Kart-
velian languages. Georgians are
ethnic Iranians. Even after cen-
turies, Georgians have been able
to maintain their community in
small populations. In the Caspi-
an coastal areas as well as west
of Isfahan, Georgian people are
distinguished by their cultural
characteristics, including cloth-
ing, music, dance and cuisine, and
traditions and customs.
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A meditation on the
idea of peace in Iranian
mysticism and philosophy
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Iranian

mysticism:
Mysticism as

an ontological

and anthropological
approach that seeks
to discover the truth,

relying on intuitive and inner

knowledge, has a different
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approach to the universal issues,

the most important theme of which

is Unity of Existence. Sufismin Iranian

history is inextricably intertwined with

religions and sects and is considered to be an
intrinsic aspect of Iranian religions and sects.
Hence, in the context of the history of Iranian
religions, from Mithraism and Zoroastrianism to
the advent of Islam and its various sects, numerous
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movements in Iranian mysticism and Sufism have emerged
which, as a result of their social impact, have played a central
role in the persistence of Iranian culture and civilization and the
historical identity of the Iranian people.
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Ali Akbar Amini: Iranians
believed that what
dominated things was
«Asha» or the principle of
«orderx» It is based on the
rules of Asha that the sun
rises every day, the seasons
change, the rain pours, the
land becomes fertile, etc.
What threatens Ashaiis its
contradictory principle,
thatis, disorder and lies
and so on. This principle
was also adopted by other
Iranian religions such as
Zoroastrianism, Mithraism
and Manichaeism. Thus, in
proportion to each person»s
talent and ability, he was
entrusted with a task, and
determining the kings were
responsible for determining
the tasks given to menin
various social ranks and
hierarchies.
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Hafez: KhwiZja Shams-ud-DEn
MuRlammad-e Shr2z2 (-727
792 AH) known as Hafez or
Lisan al-Gaib, is the greatest
Persian sonnet writer and

one of the four pillars of
Iranian classical literature,
whose poems are full of deep
mystical and human themes.
The era of Hafez was one of
the most tumultuous periods
of Iranian history deteriorated
by the political, social, and
moral turmoil of society, and
Hafez, gifted with superb
wittiness, began fighting and
in order to protect human
dignity, he created a body of
literature thatis an unmatched
guidance for humanity at all
times and in all places. Hafiz»s
literary work is full of deep
mystical, social, and moral
reflections. Regarding the
eternal universality of Hafez,
Johann Wolfgang Goethe, one
of the greatest figures in world
literature who was fascinated
by Hafez, says: «Hafez, your
words are as great as eternity;
because they have neither a
beginning nor an end. Your
words, like the dome of the sky,
depend solely on themselves,
the middle of your sonnet
cannot be distinguished from
its beginning and end, because
all of it is perfect and highly
beautiful” And Friedrich
Nietzsche referred to him as
“superman” and the «ideal mann.
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Khayyam
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Omar Khayyam Nayshaburi (510-427 AH), known as Hakim Omar
Khayyam and nicknamed Hojat al-Hagh, is an Iranian philosopher,
mathematician, astronomer, and poet of the Seljuk era. Khayyam
who was one of the greatest scholars in most of the fields at
his time and in the science of chronometry, created the Iranian
calendar with the highest precision, is known to the world mostly
due to his quatrains. But above all, he is not merely a poet
but rather an intellectual scholar with a trans-religious,
humanistic and spiritual discourse. Khayyam is the loud
voice of the desperate man in this world and within
himself. Ernest Renan, famous French historian and
author, says of him: “Khayyam is the prime example of
areligious freethinker, because he constantly seeks
to emancipate himself and others from the bonds of
the rigid eternal laws of the universe. Khayyamis
a universal scholar and philosopher; an unrivaled
poet whose ideas could only be compared to
those of Nietzsche.
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Saadi

Saadi (690-606 AH) is an
Iranian poet and writer.
He gained full mastery of
most religious and literary
sciences, and has been
called “master of speech”
and “king of speech” by men
of letters. Saadiss peace-
loving nature has less
mystical than humanistic
origins, and is more social
and inclusive rather

than individual. Saadi
thinks about universal
social issues and believes
that «Human beings are
members of a whole, since
in their creation they

are of one essence.» and
designs his utopian society
in universal dimensions
beyond color, race, and
religion. Therefore, peace
and reconciliationin
Saadi>s epistemic and
educational system have
a purely earthly and social
nature and are focused on
correcting the individual’s
relationship with other
individuals and society.
According to English poet
Edwin Arnold (1904-1832),
Saadi belongs to the Old
and New World, and the
19th-century French
historian and thinker,
Ernest Renan says: «Saadi
is actually one of our own
writers.»

WA 5L - g0 0)leds | dod (gl gebo doliliad

oo s> (GOt

DSlol glil, 5 ool ool
CeS> Sle (9SS 5 (sleiz] gl
e 5l omalis oS ol s
Cwad dlae ((Swgs £o (Cudgae
by GhegSs g celid (B (sl @
Sl plo g Sglae ol (Blas g
s oo LS5 | o aglails (S
=leizl (has ) 095 (gaxw &3lg 5
5oy b oS oo BB o555 s
2955 e ol B a8 e N 5,0
sl 5l g gele plelsto ) (g
6‘)9 wl‘m Lu.\A.C aS 6’LA~\J| LSYlS
Gl s o> Sl g OB
M oles oISyl o sy ol 5105
390l 0,5, 51 5 dod pae 50 (59
Ul sim ol 35 glaply g wi)lojg>
Cewla oyl

(s Slhoslazzl ST slogl |
@ Sl g mhe (gadgho s i Sloy
Ol e el 85,0 S lgis
97— g (el Lo 4y (ga
Sl slaads, ( B gl sl i
ssloizl bl (0,8 aSTl 51 i g eo)lo
SYgie b (o e . Ewl 513
slizel b § il o Jlor soloz|
185,80 SG gloac pol S aSulasy
axal ¢, 1258 S, § i A o o5
eolul o, o9_5 ol anue g (Slo)f
el 5015 5 L5 9 5y (slyg 5 Jsile
2 =5 ho nlply 0S8l e 5o
SZ9 S (sorlal g (F3pme degliie
e gl seleizl g (e MlS
gloizlbiopgopliodaal, Doy
3l elediges aslol jo .o slazdly S a3
gt ge S35l B g carles Dol
)fg//ua_:)&gjo@lybu?ic«
STt g o o o
Sodp @l Sz B 55 6395 I
GRSz ppeple
G il g5ye SVl a5l Jgs
2O Cime 3 S i adde s
ool dgi cwlba S anlas /] o8
Caeya il ey by o 3l Selon
5 b 4 b aSsle (ol 50 5l
&3 9 5:550n (oai b Il s97 (Lo
S sl ygy0 1y B asleg, 80 i gy
oS (g0 a0 S b (Swiles) i,
ISz (F97 &S 855 Ml ey el S
) W) 52
a8 ol Sl els sl s
o2 (gl slagl 5l (o am gl
VIVY Jlw joa;, 90 008l . wloniss

Wezegal 14 e gl C_Lo aolilad
oaliiie calllage s bt ppalli it
(503 52 19 =T g &
SRl 685 eyl odinng g o LS
plieds (ool 5 (0 pole 151 045
ool Jol 905 ovuw,y JlS” coliul
OFew olioly g e sl il gl oy
/ / lesls
U odimgi g el (ol yee el
Tl 9 oVsre abe> Lol (les L
» S slaglr g el on5
ol 90 ol S Golas ol
Seep g fleizl (ol
9 68 GRS ¢ o U
‘laféijoLQJ le>).: G é‘ol.b.c‘
Slis> yas (20l (2o psle ol
Joza |y poie g polate Slool cogn
9 Oged 395 slaylay g laadoudl ol
Ol (o258 iz (soalss Sl
A1 55 goleie slag)B (sl & ol
9 gl aie 0L )b (slareas e
Ll Ja
o S
5Ll
RSP
95
6,

\ig




Yv

WA 5L - go0)leds | dod (gl gebo doliliad

5 JS an S e aliig 4 po,o
.M)L_;c L;;losl.?

B2 RS ade opr Ll s S
A dless Lle

oleles oS ol @JQ|2| L;ou_wP
Aol L st

L aS asls cos oS am cpl 5l pla S
&S il (Sl 0y0) 31 ol yloles Lo
S oo lesaly alyolall al) iy
olez e o) ol 4z,
4 el (e le jgdl 5 o)
L:.....;o}au;o)o ‘:Uu)‘).ol.«& A.AM.IG
9 g_Q))BL‘*S gf'db‘ L d”ﬁ"“‘ Lt (:‘94
f@ﬁ)‘w%w“gww@’qﬂ‘
9r9) oz bbb L) pludl (500
el 5L

&)16; ‘h‘g} ,I;éf ‘h&} )'M

181y po g 985 ol iyl SGLe 31
(- Jes Lolaw paS cuis); e
Lo S )lo,S 9 S, LS oSG oy
O)‘)Lf.ﬁ C))sf.é 6\)1.;.0 9 | 00 OQLQ)'
oleo g gy Sob el gk Lo
el Sy, (2955 QLo g 005 ]
oS 5 Sy 5 Sl jolie
P el e g (65 p0lS (Sl sl
he gy & Dged o aidl plsd ool
0ols (gl 395 )3 ) (o g 2slyl 9
085 ol slmoygal ) ool 5l ol
€ e 9 ol sl S Lo
LB P el Solie 4 5l g Ao
2 sl 9 ot slaplsy e (goleie
S 5 el el (som L,
GlaaliS o)l 39> )3y £55 s>
Lglo)b‘j ‘59L’> L»_ws‘ &.)LS o k.A—M.&J))
anlaygly ool g S g o o Syl
ol 0l a3 dalol jo o 5l g0)lge a5
Ulys 9 U i Bl g, o5l 90l (o
! oy (e Sy (Sl 5l A
An bl g loo of (59,45 51 45 5512
33,5
o..\.uSsbsoASl)L,.wa,oqu.‘wuo
el (i py> g Szl g I8 S
el Swly ol g ol (G lez yo ol
NETREMReNE
ol L eogls c5gye el a s S
L ol Gilazg g 1o, 575 )L
)58l e
€953 0LS iy g (Sl Sl (e

Zoroaster
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Zoroaster is thought to have been born between 1200 to 600
BC. The religion of Mazdayasna was the official religion of
Iran for nearly five centuries. Zoroaster, as the first prophet of
unity and the founder of a religion based on universal human
values, regardless of persistence and reinterpretation of his
teachings across a wide range of Iranian and Indian plateaus,
has always been considered by the Westerners. Nietzsche,
the famous German philosopher, says of Zoroaster that
“Zoroaster is the first moralist and he himself has created and
revealed his moral system, saying that it is only in his teachings
that truth (Asha) is the highest quality» Zoroastrianism is
based on three practical-moral principles, namely, good
thoughts, good words, and good deeds, and heralds the
necessity of combating evil, darkness and atrocity and
protecting wisdom, goodness and light, and respecting
the elements of nature and animals and striving for
prosperity, agriculture and civilization.
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Suhrawardi
Shahab ad-Din Yahya
Suhrawardi (587-549 AH),
known as Shaikh al-Ishraq
(Master of lllumination),

is one of the renowned
Iranian philosophers

and the founder of the
philosophical school of
Ishrag. Ishraq, which
literally means radiance

of light, is a philosophical
school based on a mixture
of Plato and Aristotle, Neo-
Platonists, Zoroastrian
doctrines, ancient Iranian
wisdom, and Islamic
Sufism and mysticism.
And epistemologically,
apart from reason, it relies
on intuitive knowledge
and revelation. The
philosophical school of
Ishraq, as the fusion of
Iranian-Islamic thought, is
one of the most important
intellectual origins that has
humanistic foundations.
Ishrg humanism, with its
perfectionist approach
and not being limited to
the biological concept

of mankind, can embody
human rights with features
that are different from
contemporary human
interpretation.
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Sheikh Farid ud-Din Mohammad bin Abu Bakr of Nishabur (1221-1146 AH), known as Attar,
isagreat Iranian mystic, Sufi and poet of Persian literature. Attar is one of the greatest poets
and mystics who made a remarkable change in Islamic literature and mysticism, an impact
that cannot be denied by the great religious scholars, and as Mawlana Jalaluddin said about
Attar: «Attar explored the Seven Cities of Love, yet we are just taking the first steps.” What
can be of great significance in Attar’s thought for contemporary man is his humanistic and
ethical view. Attar sees man as the epitome of creation and a masterpiece of the universe,
and focuses on man as he is, apart from issues that distinguish human beings from each
other. This outlook is most prominent in Attars poetry and he has expressed it well.
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Abu Nasr Muhammad

al Farabi (339-259

AH), known as the

Second Teacher, is one

of the greatest Iranian
philosophers and scholars
who was prominent in his
age in most of the sciences
including: philosophy,
logic, politics, medicine,
mathematics and music.
In his theoretical model

of utopia, which is based
on arational perspective
and is influenced by the
ideas of Plato and Aristotle,
peace and individual and
social reconciliation are
considered fundamental
necessities for realization
of the utopia. According
to Miriam Galston, the
basis of Farabi’s political
philosophy is virtue, which
is focused on welfare and
happiness. Thus, the utopia
is a society whose real
purpose is cooperation
inissues that lead to
realization of human
welfare and happiness.
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Abul-Qasem Ferdowsi Tusi
(416-329 AH), known as the Master of Speech, was
the Persian-speaking greatest epic poet and the
writer of Shahnameh (Book of Kings), the national
epic of Iran. Exaltation of knowledge and wisdom,
fairness and seeking justice as the necessities of a
dynamic civil society are among other themes of
Shahnameh of which Ferdowsi eloquently speaks and
calls people to observe them. Shahnameh begins with
praise for wisdom as the most sublime phenomenon in
the universe: “In the name of God of Life and Wisdom,
Who is higher than human conception.”
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Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi
(672-604 AH), also known as Mawlana, Mawlawi and
Rumi, is one of the most prominent thinkers, literary
men and mystics of Iran whose works and poems have
transcended the boundaries of language, belief and
race. Peace as one of the main themes in Mawlana’s
thought has been manifested in a variety of words
and expressions and has a collateral relationship with
his pillar of thought, that is, love and unity, and as he
says: “If you wish to eliminate evil, seek to promote
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love.” Annemarie Schimmel, the distinguished German
scholar of Islamic mysticism and researcher on
Mawlawi, writes: “I believe that the works of Mawlana
Jalal ad-Din Rumi can guide us to the origins of truth.
History teaches us a simple truth, that is, if we adhere
to spiritual and humanistic principles, we will be able
to overcome difficulties.”
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Sadr ad-Din Muaammad Shirazi
(1405-979 AH), known as Mulla Sadra, is the lranian
theologian and philosopher and founder of transcendent
theosophy. Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system is a
combination of four intellectual movements, namely,
theology, mysticism, philosophy of Aristotle and
philosophy of Plato, which is organized based on the
principle of distinction of existence from essence. In Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy, war or in other words, jihad, has a
collateral relationship with peace and is permitted only
when it ensures the fulfillment of the three principles

of peaceful existence, that is, knowledge, security and
welfare and has a peaceful function.
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Mawlana Khalid Nagshbandi

the great Shafii scholar, thinker, Sheikh and mystic, is one
of the most prominent sheikhs of Nagshbandiyya and

the linking chain between the Nagshbandiyya of India
and Kurdistan. He is the head of Nagshbandiyya sheikhs
in Kurdistan and was bornin 1192 AH or, according to
some sources, 1193 AH in the multicultural Qaradagh
region and city of Sulaymaniyah, the capital of Baban

dynasty.
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Thousands of years of coexistence
between the followers of various religions
and sects in a land called Iran
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Ayatollah Taleghani, the
great Shiite Mujtahid:
justice-seeking is the
most important mission
of Islam. We should act
with tolerance, indulgence
and patience, whether

in the social or political
sphere. Besides, Muslims
should put aside their
differences and stress
their commonalities in
line with the unity of the
Muslim world.
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Allameh Tabatabai, the
Shiite philosopher: The
universal unity of human
societies is an imminent
certainty that can only be
achieved through Islam.
Human beings, due to
their innate nature, seek
their true perfection

and happiness, that is,
the highest degree of
material and spiritual

life as a society, and one
day they will achieve this
goal. Islam, the religion of
monotheism, is the plan
for such bliss.
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Mawlawi Abdul Rahman Chabahari, Sunni cleric
from Sistan and Baluchistan: In the Muslim world,
«unity» is regarded as an act of worship, not a worldly
and material act. Maybe some are observing unity to
protect their material and temporal interests, but for
us «unity» is life and our lives depend on it.
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Akhund Tumaj, Sunni Iranian Turkmen cleric: Unity is one of
the Quranic elements, and the Quran is the book of unity,
so when the Islamic Ummah depart from unity, in fact, they
distance from their civilization. The path to salvation and
happiness in Islamic society is unity. There are intellectual
differences in all religions, but there are also many
commonalities between Shiite and Sunni religions that need
to be addressed and strengthened.
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of Friday Prayer of Paveh: Differences
in the perceptions of religion rules
is a blessing for the Muslim people
and one of the miracles of the great
Prophet of Islam. The differences
between religions has enriched science
and knowledge, and if there were no
jurisprudential religions, today we
would have had only one school and
one library instead of so many schools
and libraries, which would have been
very harmful; but fortunately, religions
have enriched society in terms of
knowledge and wisdom, and we hope
we can use this blessing to benefit the
Islamic society.
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Dr. Mokhtar Hashemi, one of
the Sunni leaders of Iran: Iran
has a multi-ethnic and multi-
religious community. There are
over 49 languages and dialects.
Nevertheless, the official language
is Persian. The majority of the
population are followers of Shiite
Islam, which is also the official
religion of the country, and the
constitution is based on the Shiite
doctrine, but the civil rights of
Sunni Muslims and other religions
communities are recognized.
The constitution states that all
citizens, regardless of their ethnic
backgrounds, are equal. Most
Sunnis and congregants live in the
border areas and the majority of
the Kurdish, Baluchi and Turkish
people are Sunnis.
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Mokhtar Zarei: National peace
is defined as a state of peace
and  reconciliation  between
the internal constituencies of
a country, including influential
political figures, parties, rulers
and officials, political movements,
social movements, and all
members and residents of a state.
Philosophers and intellectuals in
thefield of social sciences consider
such a situation (lasting peace)
to be subject to the creation of
the necessary contexts and other
preconditions.
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Rabbai Younes Homami Lalezar,
the religious leader of Iranian Jews:
Dialogue between Islam and Judaism
is valuable due to the numerous
commonalities of these two religions
and its religious and moral aspects,
and this type of dialogue especially
exists freely in Iran between Jews
and Muslims and adherents of other
religions and has contributed to
further growth of our community.
Bishop Mar Narsai Benyamin, the
leader of Iranian Assyrians: Various
religions and sects continue to live
under the banner of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and worship God
in any way they wish. The Islamic
Revolution proved that we can live
together in unity and empathy, and
today Islamic Iran can reach the
summit of progress with the same
empathy and compassion.
Sebuh Sarkisian, Bishop of the
Armenian Church of Tehran: Iran is
our homeland and Iranians are our
big family. We are among our family
members and in our homeland.
The more we support each other
and stand side by side, the less the
enemy will be able to break through
our trenches. We will do our best to
unite and work together to prevent
problems.
Ganzura Najah Chahili, religious
leader of Mandaean Sabians of Iran:
Religious minorities in Iran are living
in a calm, respectful and stress-free
way with all their fellow brothers
and sisters. There has always been
moderation, friendship, equality,
brotherhood and coexistence among
minorities and ethnicities in Iran.
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Iranian women
who made history
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Bayan Azizi: The lullabies,
and moaning and singing that
has passed on from mothers and
wives to daughters are trans-
formed into words somewhere
and sometime. In the deafening
noise of the swords and bullets
of belligerent men, and in the
backdrop of the bloodshed in
cities and villages, it was wom-
en who planted seeds, offered
bread and gave life. For them,
peace has been a life between
past warfare and future volca-
noes, and they have recorded all
these lived experiences in mem-
ory to be written down one day
by themselves or by another
woman.
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Zeb al-Nesa: With the pen-
name of “Makhfi”, she was
born in India on tenth of Shaw-
wal, 1048 AH. Her father was
Aurangzeb, one of the greatest
kings of the Gurkani dynasty in
India. Her poems are character-
ized by a peculiar wit and deli-
cacy. One of the features of Zeb
al-Nesa was her ability to im-
provise; a skill not found in any
poet. He learned Persian, Arabic,
syntax, jurisprudence, and other
common Islamic sciences of her
time. In addition to poetry, she
also acquired the skills of
painting and writing.
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Mah Sharaf Khanom or Mas-
toureh Ardalan Kurdestani,
Iranian Kurdish poet, writer and
historian, was born in Sanandaj in
1184 AH and died in 1227 AH. She
was the first female historian in the
world. For a long time, her family
were active in the political develop-
ments of Kurdistan and she herself
witnessed many of the events of
the day. Therefore, she was able to
write a more vivid and accurate his-
tory than others.
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such as Dehkhoda and Malek o-Sho’ara Bahar.

known as Parvin E’'tesami

(bornon 25 of Esfand, 1285 AH in Tabriz-died on 15 of
Farvardin, 1320 AH in Tehran), is a female Iranian poet
who is referred to as the “most famous female poet of
Iran”. Parvin learned Persian, English, and Arabic from
her father, who was a literary man and translator and
began writing poetry from an early age. She became
acquainted with Constitutionalists and cultural figures
and learned literature with her father and professors
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Forough Farrokhzad (1934-

1967), a prominent, twenti-
eth-century lIranian poet who
was somehow an anarchist and
is now the symbol of many Ira-
nian women. Reza Baraheni
says about her that: “Forough
represents the explosion of the
painful suppression of desper-
ate Iranian woman; without Far-
rokhzad, Tehran appears to be
empty, gloomy and soulless.”
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International
Iranian artists
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Mahbod Makki is a graduate
of School of Broadcasting in
dramatic arts with a major

in rhetoric and has studied
divinity with a major in
philosophy and theology. He
speaks Pashto, Urdu (the
official language of Pakistan),
Farsi, Turkmen, Kurdish, Luri
and Balochi. Mahbod Makki is
a Kurdish ethnomusicologist
and student of the Andalibi
Daf School of Kurdistan and
adisciple of the Sistan and
Baluchistan region musician,
Maestro Din Mohammad
Zangshahi.
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Osman Mohammad Doost

is one of the greatest local
musicians and Dutar players in
the Khorasani School, who has a
high status among music lovers.
He was born in Khavaf, Razavi
Khorasan and at the age of 10
without learning from a teacher,
he began to play the Dutar. The
world of Dutar is so interwoven
with mysticism and occult
experiences that when someone
like Osman Mohammad Doost
plunges into it, that mystical
world also opens its doors to
him. In a scene of the movie
Tomorrow by Sesto Nakayama,
the Japanese director, he
masterfully plays his Dutar.
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Hadi Zia al-Dini, one of the

well-known and prolific Kurdish
artists in the field of fine arts,
was born in 1956 in Jowrabad
neighborhood, Sanandaj and in a
clerical family of poets and mystics.
Prior to primary school, he painted

and after graduating from primary
school, he took the first steps in
sculpting and, in his own words, he
made progress simultaneously in
these two art forms by taking great
pain and without access to any
classes or academic training.
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Minas Zahrabian (Zaggoogh), known as
Minas the Painter, is one of the distinguished
painters of the seventeenth century whose
works emphasize the traditional, Eastern
characteristics and at the same time, has a
tendency toward Western style of painting.
As a member of a minority community, he
used his style, which was a kind of realism,
to open doors to a new world for Iranian

artists.
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Mandaeans are among minorities that are
respected in Iran and even some books
have been written about the origin of their
ideas, beliefs and religious rituals. Their
economic activity is mostly in the field of
handicrafts. Most Mandaean Sabians are
goldsmiths and enamel producers, and
although they are financially affluent, they
wear simple clothes and have a simple

lifestyle.
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Persian carpet: Persian carpet

patterns may represent histor-
ical events, scenes from everyday
life, Islamic monuments, weeping
willows or other trees as well as
religious illustrations such as the
Tree of Life or the Garden of Eden
or animal figures. The most impor-
tant elements used in Iranian car-
pet include: margins, background,
context, bracket-shaped corners,
square frames, triangular patterns,
colorfulness and diversity of car-
pet patterns which is a symbol of
diversity and peaceful coexistence
of different ethnicities and religious
groups and identities in Iran over

thousands of years.
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Peace and travel
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Pir Shalyar is one of the historical and religious figures of Uraman

District, Kurdistan, Iran. He lived in the 12th century AD and somehow
miraculously healed the sick, including Shah Bahar Khatun, the daughter of
the King of Bukhara. His power made him popular and he gained a special,
spiritual status among local people. Therefore, annually, in mid-winter in
Huraman (Uraman Takht) village, his wedding anniversary is celebrated for
three nights and days. In his memory, Dervishes murmur mantras, play the
Daf and distribute meat among people. This ceremony has a -1000year-

old history.
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Shahr-e Sukhteh is the name of the remnants of an ancient city-state in

Iran which is located to the south of Sistan and Baluchistan province. The
period of construction of this great city coincides with the Bronze Age and
Jiroft civilization. This archaeological site is the seventeenth monument of
Iran registered in the UNESCO list, which, given its -5000year history, is
now considered one of the most advanced ancient cities in the world.
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Shush is one of the oldest cities in history; based on archaeological

evidence, its history dates back to 4000 years BC and one of the oldest
human habitats dating back to 7000 years BC is located in Haft Tepee
near Shush. But as for Prophet Daniel, there are six cities claiming to host
Daniel>s tomb, the most famous of which is the city of Shush in southern

Iran.
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Donation of a Picture to Mrs Maria Dotsenko Director of The
UN Office in Tehran by Discourse Center of Peace for All (DCPA)
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Board Members of Discourse Center of Peace for All (DCPA)
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